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Welcome 


is the season to appreciate form and structure in the 
garden; clipped topiary shapes and standing seedheads, 
all thrown into sharp relief with a light coating of frost. 
This issue, we bring you fantastic winter gardens featuring 
just such delights, from the organically shaped box and yew forms in 
the late Jacques Wirtz’s garden to ice-dusted perennials in 
a photographer's Cotswold plot {page 32). And there's insight into 
different ways to add winter interest in a design by Charlotte Rowe 
that melds modern and traditional elements with aplomb (page 86). 
This month, we also celebrate the holiday season with gorgeous 
ideas for gardening gifts {page 15], tasty and warming winter recipes 
and our fabulous festive florals photoshoot, with three 
beautiful projects for natural decorations to bring the outdoors 
in (page 40). There's a round-up of the top books of the year too 


(page 95), and your chance to win all 14 titles. 
As well as this, we have a profile of evergreen Pittosporum to bring 


colour to your garden year ep Ken Thompson explains 
why no-dig is the way forward (page 29); we get expert picks of the 
best plants for December from the head gardener at Beth Chattos 
Plants & Gardens (page 22}; and Alice Vincent discusses trying the 
new, lazy way to compost (page 114}. And if that isn't enough to 
fortify you for the winter chill, we have so much more online, like 
our Masterclass talks and podcast, and a bevy of brilliant Christmas 
ideas from wreath-making video tutorials 
to garden light-show listings and even 
more great gift ideas. 

Wishing you and yours a very merry 
Christmas and a happy New Year. 


be puawie Mahon 


STEPHANIE MAHON, EDITOR 
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Our exclusive online talks with James 

* Hitchmough, Rachel Siegfried and Jo 
Thompson are now available to watch 

= on demand. Scan this code or visit 
gardensillustrated.com/masterclass 
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Our Diploma and other professional 
development programmes are delivered 
from our home in Royal Botanic Gardens 
Kew with a real-time, online option for 
those wishing to study with us from 
home. In 2023 we also have an 
expanded short course programme for 
professionals and garden enthusiasts at 
all our training centres and online. 


Visit our website legd.org.uk to see how 
our students are creating successful 
garden design careers and discover a 
course that is right for you. 
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Anna Potter 
Floral designer Anna 
demonstrates stylish 
ways to decorate your 

home, [page 40 “By 
combining flowers with 
foliage and natural 
materials, you can 
create something 
truly unique.” 


ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Jacky Hobbs 
Jacky photographs her 
own Katie Guillebaud- 
designed garden, [page] 
“Katie has woven 

a textural winter 

tapestry with grasses 
and seedheads loosely 
corralled by box, 
yew and phillyrea.” 
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Liz Potter 


Liz offers tips on 
how to undertake 
a biodiversity audit, 
“We can 
all boost garden 
biodiversity, simply. 
Identifying the species 
that visit is easy now, 
thanks to digital tech.” 


ANDREW MOP 


Charlotte co-founded the values-driven landscape design practice Harris 
Bugg Studio with Hugo Bugg in 2017. She has won three Gold medals at 
the RHS Chelsea Flower Show, as well as Best Show Garden in 2023. 


Fergus Garrett 


Fergus was appointed head gardener at Great Dixter by Christopher Lloyd 
in 1993 and is now the garden's CEO. He was awarded an RHS Associate of 
Honour in 2008 and an RHS Victoria Medal of Honour in 2019. 


James Basson 


James lives in the South of France where he runs Scape Design, a practice 
for creating sustainable landscapes. The winner of four Chelsea Gold 
medals, he was awarded Best Show Garden in 2017. 


Anna Pavord 


Anna was The Independent’s gardening correspondent for 30 years and 
is the author of the bestselling book The Tulip. In 2000 the RHS awarded 
her the Veitch Memorial Medal. She lives and gardens in Dorset. 


Dan Pearson 


Dan is one of the UK’s best-known garden designers. Among his many 
award-winning gardens is the Tokachi Millennium Forest in Japan. He was 
awarded an OBE in the 2022 New Year Honours for services to horticulture. 


Sarah Price 


Sarah is one of the UK’s most sought-after garden designers. She won Gold 
at Chelsea in 2012, 2018 and 2023, and was GMG Garden Columnist of the 
Year in 2016 for her design series in Gardens Illustrated. 
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PLANT SUPPORTS 
&F Garden Artefacts 


Made in England 
Beautiful designs for perennials, roses, shrubs & climbers 


www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk 
Tel. 01773 550495 


wet knees 


Gardening trousers with 
integrated kneepads 


www.genus.gs 
CALL US ON 0203 617 1166 
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Horticultural Society (Registered Charity No 222879/SC038262) and used under licence from RHS Enterprises Limited. 
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What's new, what's growing and what's going on this month 
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CHRISTMAS 


DECK THE DOORS 


If you're looking to create a grand entrance this Christmas, you have just enough time to order a beautifully crafted wreath from 
Lucy Vail Floristry. Prices start at £200 for the Luxury Green & Wild wreath (above), which combines soft, silver-green wintery 
foliage with a mixture of fresh and dried pine, eucalyptus pods, brunei pods and dried herbs. Or you can make your own under 
Lucy's expert tutelage, with her Luxury Create-Your-Own Christmas Wreath Kits (priced £150). These come with a selection of 
dried flowers and fruits and a step-by-step video to help you assemble the kit. If you live in central London, you can order until 

5pm on 8 December, while orders for nationwide deliveries must be received by 10am on 4 December. lucyvailfloristry.com 
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Talking point 


TO TREE OR NOT 
IO TREES 


Christmas wouldn't be Christmas without 
atree, but what is the most sustainable 
option? Is it more environmentally friendly 
to buy a freshly cut tree, which according 
to the British Christmas Tree Growers 
Association, around seven million of us 
do each year? Or is it better to reuse an 
artificial tree? While most Christmas 
trees are grown as a crop ona Christmas 
tree farm rather than felled from existing 
forests, there are, as our commissioning 
content editor Veronica Peerless (above) 
discovered, many factors — such as 
transportation, fertiliser use and how 
you're going to dispose of the tree — that 
you need consider when calculating the 
sustainability of a cut tree. 

So, is an artificial tree any better? 
Well, most are made from plastic, metal 
and PVC, meaning fossil fuels need to 
be burned for their production. On top 
of which, they're mostly manufactured 
in China then shipped to the UK, and as 
they're made from mixed materials, they 
can rarely be recycled. The Carbon Trust 
estimates that an artificial tree would need 
to be used between seven and 20 times, 
depending on its weight and materials, 
for its environmental impact to be lower 
than that of a real cut tree, provided you 
dispose of it properly. “I was surprised at 
how hard it was to find a definitive answer 
on this,” said Veronica. “But having looked 
at all the options, | bring a small pot-grown 
tree indoors every year. I've managed to 
keep it alive for several years so far.” 


f= To read more on the pros and 
cons of both, scan the QR 
code with your phone camera, 
or head to gardensillustrated. 
. com/christmastree 
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DESIGN 


The British Association of Landscape Industries has 
announced the winners in this years BALI National 
Landscape Awards. Fifty companies, including 
Ground Control, Elite Landscapes, Langlea Garden 
Design & Construction and HG Landscapes, have 
been recognised for their work in 25 categories from 
domestic gardens to public regeneration schemes. 
baliawards.co.uk 


SIMON CALLAGHAN PHOTOGRAPHY 


PAUL SCOTT FRONT ELEVATION CONSTRUCTION PHOTOGRAPHY 


FRONTELEVATION.CO.UK 


OUT & ABOUT 


Seeing the light 


Winter light trails are now well established as a 
fun way to make the most of gardens throughout 


the festive season. This year, Cambridge 


University Botanic Gardens is getting in on the 
act with its first Cambridge Botanic Lights. Held 
on selected evenings from 1-22 December (5.30- 
9.30pm), the new trail will bring the gardens to life 
after dark with displays that will illuminate some 
of the gardens best-known features, including the 


fountain, lake and glasshouses. Tickets, which 
cost £20.35, are available for timed entries up to 
8.30pm. Find out more at botanic.cam.ac.uk 


VHITE 


WHAT TO DO IN... DECEMBER 


4 Advent at the Laskett 

* Explore Sir Roy Strong's 

, garden with mulled wine 
and mince pies. Weekend 
of 2-3 December (also 
9-10 December), 2.30pm 
or 5pm. £12. The Laskett, 


Herefordshire HR2 8HZ. 
Tel 01432 805454. 
thelaskett.org.uk 


Laskett Lane, Much Birch, 


KREUSCH 


AGNEF 


Winter Flowers Week 


transform the Garden 
Museum for Winter 
Flowers. Monday 11 
December, 10am-5pm. 
£14. Garden Museum, 
Lambeth Palace Road, 
London SE1 7LB. 

Tel 020 7401 8865. 
gardenmuseum.org 


Five floral designers will 


DIG IN NEWS 


Floral design 
made easy 


Leading floral artist Layla Robinson 
creates stylish, sustainable floral 
sculptures using dried flowers and plants 
she grows in her organic garden near Hay 
on Wye or forages from the surrounding 
countryside. She also leads workshops 
explaining how to create her signature 
everlasting flower panels at venues around 
the country, and is now launching a video 
course, Making an Everlasting Flower 
Panel with Layla Robinson, so you can 
work on one in your own time. Divided 
into seven easy-to-follow tutorials, the 
videos will guide you through the process 
from creating the wire and willow mesh 
frames to choosing the right flowers along 
with all her methodology for the design. 
Suitable for total beginners, the course 
costs £79, for unlimited access to the 
videos. laylarobinson.com 


You can find plenty more 
events to enjoy by going to 
our online diary. Scan this 
QR code with your phone 
camera or go to 
gardensillustrated.com/ 
gardenevents 


Willow Weaving 

Learn how to create 
festive willow decorations 
on this half-day workshop. 
Saturday 9 December, 
10am-12.30pm or 1.30- 
Apm. £50. RHS Garden 
Bridgewater, Occupation 
Road, Worsley, Salford, 
Greater Manchester 
M28 2LJ. rhs.org.uk 
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Fancy fungi 

Looking for an unusual gift for the 
mushroom lover in your life? The new 
low-fire ceramic GUS planter has a 
natural breathability that makes it easy 
to maintain moisture and regulate 
temperatures, so creating the perfect 
conditions for growing fungi. Each 
24cm-high planter has a side opening 

— perfect for side-fruiting mushrooms, 
such as the pink oysters shown — that 
makes them easily stackable, but lid 
openings suitable for varieties that only 
fruit upwards will be available in the new 
year. Currently, they're only available 
from US supplier Good Growing priced 
$395, plus shipping. good-growing.com 


Festive bang 


Wiltshire-based florist Pod & Pip 
has launched a luxury range of 
Christmas crackers. A world away 
from plastic-filled conventional 
offerings, Pod & Pip’s crackers 
are filled with gifts such as jars of 
honey, seed balls, beeswax melts 
and honey dibbers. Paper hats and 
jokes are, of course, included too. 
A box of six costs £38, available 
from podandpip.co.uk 


NEW HOME FOR HOUSEPLANTS 


Social enterprise The Glasshouse has teamed up with Crisis to supply the 
homeless charity's London stores and online shop with its excellent houseplants. 
Co-founded by Kali Hamerton-Stove (shown above with Crisis’ head of retail 
Georgina Evans), The Glasshouse offers horticultural training to women in UK 
prisons and provides employment and support to women leaving prison — a 
sector that frequently experiences homelessness. Plant prices start at £12 with 
all proceeds going to Crisis. You can shop the range at shopfromcrisis.org.uk and 
learn more about The Glasshouse at gardensillustrated.com/theglasshouse 
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BOOT STORAGE 


MUDDY BOOTS 
Welly Boot Stand with Scraper and Jack, 
£115, The Worm That Turned, 
worm.co.uk 


VERRALL NEE BR 


AMPLE STORAGE 
Chedworth Welly Locker (low, natural), 
£330, Garden Trading, 
gardentrading.co.uk 


MODERN LOOK 
Country Ash Welly Boot Holder, 
£55, John Lewis, 
johnlewis.com 


f=) To see more options for 

=a stylish ways to stow away 
your boots, scan the QR code 
with your phone camera, or 
visit gardensillustrated. 
com/boot-storage 


swimming ponds 
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Now is the perfect time to plan your natural swimming pond. See gartenart.co.uk 


“We love our pond all year round, even in winter. 
When it snows something quite magical happens 
and our pool is elevated into our own, private, 
winter wonderland.” 


Nigel & Mandy Keene - Basingstoke 


Gartenart Swimming Ponds 
Unit 112 Screenworks, 22 Highbury Grove, london N5 2EF 


020 7183 3333 www.gartenart.co.uk 
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|\ Discover Non Horticultural Riglidays 


\Gloriotis Gardens nffraBulous Flowers! 


The Netherlands 


Where better to see spring bloom than in The Netherlands, the heart of the 
horticultural industry for hundreds of years? Tulips, in every hue imaginable, 
blanket the gardens during spring, creating an enchanting, kaleidoscopic tapestry. 
As summer arrives, well-manicured topiaries and lush greenery take center stage, 
lending a sense of timeless elegance to the landscape. 


Marvel at the spectacular sight of 7 million spring bulbs in flower at Keukenhof 
Gardens; encounter rare and historic plants at Hortus Botanicus, Leiden; explore 

the baroque elegance of Palace Het Loo - the 'Versailles of The Netherlands’; discover 
hidden, private gardens of Amsterdam dating back to The Dutch Golden Age; take 

a breathtaking journey along the iconic Tulip Routes; watch a fabulous 

flower parade and enjoy a guided tour of 17th century floral paintings. 


‘Your Departures in April & Fune ; 
Expertly curated & escorted fe C | 


ecttravel.com 
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Gifts for gardeners 


Choose the perfect present for the plant lover in your life, 
from these hand-picked gifts to suit all budgets 


COMPILED BY NIKIGOSS PHOTOGRAPHS DAVE CAUDERY 


—y 


Copper 3 Tine Claw Cultivator, £82.99, Copper Planting Trowel, £59.99, Copper Snake Tongue Weeding Trowel, £59.99, Copper Combination Hand Hoe, 
£84.99, Copper Heart-Shaped Hand Hoe, £59.99, Copper Sickle Weeder, £69.99, and Copper Pointed Digging Trowel, £59.99, all Crocus. Corten steel 
background supplied by Buy Metal Online. Honesty garland, stylist’s own. For all stockist information, turn to page 110. 
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DIG IN SHOPPING 


Facing page: Willen Portable Bluetooth Speakers, dust and water resistant, black and brass or cream, £99.99 each, Marshall Headphones; 

Mixed Straw Decorations, £16.95, set of 12, Re-Found Objects. This page: Top row (left to right) Soap Folk Hardworking Hands Soap, charcoal and fennel, £10, 
National Trust Shop; Harmen Outdoor Chair, black oiled, £159, Rowen & Wren; Bamboo Vegetable Scrubbing Brush, £4.75, The Cotswold Eco Company. 
Middle row (left to right) Fire Pit Tools, set of 3, £54.99, Crocus; Florist Jute Sheet, £35, Pliimo; Katrin Moye Cobalt Meadow Hand-Built Vase With 
Spout Lid, £630, The Shop Floor Project. Bottom row (left to right) Galicia Hand Turned Nutcracker, ash and birch wood, £29, Toast; 

Teapot with Brass Handle, charcoal, £185, Sue Pryke; Menton Plant Stand, teak, £495, The Worm That Turned. 
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CRAFT BEER 


HOPS PLANTS 
onen a 


C.ATHERLEY 


are saure 


This page: Top row (left to right) Craft Beer Seed Kit, £12, Seed Pantry; Lata Terracotta Hanging Planter Set, £23 for 2, Toast; Shea Butter 
Soaps, cinnamon spice and tree hugger, £8 each, Bloom In Soap. Middle row (left to right) Felco 703 Gardening Leather Gloves, £38.99, Swiss Store 


Braemar Jumper, 100% wool, green, £159, Pluimo; Victorian Octagonal Cloche, £380, Claverton Cloches. Bottom row (left to right) Limited Edition 
National Trust x Moshulu Egret ankle boots, wild olive, £120, Moshulu; Corten Tools Store, £1,780, Rose & Rust; Geranium Bath Salts, 200g, £35, 
Geranium No. 1 Hand Wash Refill, 575ml, £30, Geranium No. 1 Body Wash, 500ml, £29, all C Atherley. Facing page Gala Block Print 

Weekly Planner, olive/aubergine, £20, and Gala Block Print Notebook, £16.50, olive/aubergine, both Toast. 
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Top row (left to right) Jardin Majorelle Travel Art Print, A5 size £10, A4 size £20, A3 size £30, Laura 
Barnes; Pure Wool Muted Blue Dress Stewart Picnic Rug, £72, Glyndebourne Shop; National Trust 
Knitted Beanie, mustard, £15, and Knitted Mittens, mustard, £15, National Trust Shop. Middle row 

(left to right) Cos Stand Terrarium Kit, in collaboration with Soil.Ninja (plants not included), £49, Frond; 
Jumpsuit, hemp & organic cotton, dark denim, £169, Poetry; Green Fingers Gift Set, £27, The Natural Gift 
Company. Bottom row (left to right) Organic Seeded Star Savoury Biscuits, 110g, £4.99, Daylesford 
Organic; Monstera Mule, forest, £80, Unsent Studio; English Garden Collins and Ginger Cosmopolitan 
Cocktails, 200ml, £15 each, Daylesford Organic. For all stockist information, turn to 


Watch the behind-the-scenes 
video of our photo shoot and 
find lots of other great gift ideas 
at gardensillustrated.com/ 
christmasgifts 
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The 


ARDENIN 


- CHELSEA - 


ONE YEAR GOOD GARDENING DIPLOMA 

September 2024 - beginning July 2025 

Covers the best in planting design while training in the more serious aspects of horticultural 
techniques. Practical sessions held at Arundel Castle under the guidance of head gardener Martin 
Duncan and at Sandhill Farm House, Rogate. Lectures by many leading gardening personalities and 
regular visits to outstanding private gardens. Students also learn to draw up planting plans. 

(1 day a week (Tues), | 0.30am—3. | 5pm, over three terms) 


GARDENING FOR BEGINNERS 

4 days Wednesday & Thursday 17/18 April & 24/25 April 2024 

One of our most popular courses, led by master horticulturist Ben Pope, which aims to take each 
student through all the practical elements of caring for a garden from soil, tools, maintenance, seed 
sowing and propagating, weed control and pests and diseases. The first 3 days will be spent with 
lectures at the Chelsea Physic Garden and the final day will be spent gaining practical experience in 
Rosemary Alexander’s much praised garden near Petersfield and another private garden nearby, where 
Ben is in charge. Participants will be given a chance to prune, plant, sow seeds and regular maintenance 
tasks will be discussed. A light lunch and refreshments will be provided daily. 


Garden of Medicinal Plants - Chelsea Physic Garden Photo: R Alexander 


THE ESSENTIAL GARDEN DESIGN DIPLOMA 

January —- March 2025 

Based at the Chelsea Physic Garden and led by Rosemary Alexander and architect Catriona 
Rowbotham, the course is an overview of Garden Design, covering all the elements needed to rethink 
an average garden. Taking students step by step through site surveying, using the grid, horizontal and 
vertical features, garden layouts and planting plans, costing and specification, plus drawing tuition and 
homework on design and plant portfolios. Tutors are well respected in the industry and will guide 
students on how to succeed in this diverse profession. 

(2 days a week (Wed & Thu), !0.30am—3.1 5pm, plus 2 days homework) 


GARDEN DESIGN & CARING FOR YOUR GARDEN 

Distance Learning Courses study anytime, anywhere in the world Long established as the leader in gardening tuition 
A stepping stone to a new career. These two correspondence courses are a step by step guide to either Based at the unique and historic Chelsea Physic Garden 
designing your own garden or learning how to plant and maintain an existing garden: drawing up plans, 

hard landscaping, site analysis, planting, month by month tasks etc. Taught through a comprehensive course 

book, with projects submitted to us. (/-3 years to complete and individual assessment) follow us on Instagram ) 


WEST (JJ DEAN 


. . . Welcome to the only garden 
' design course in the UK to 
. ‘ follow the growing year of 


January to December. 


an ff 7 cae By the time the four seasons 
ae pass, you will have a rich 
grounding in creative, 
landscaping, gardening, 


design and business skills - 
and an excellent entry point 
into the industry. 

Dig deep at westdean.ac.uk 


COTONEASTER FRANCHETII 


A semi-evergreen shrub with a graceful, 
arching habit. In early winter the branches 
are laden with scarlet-red fruits, until the 
blackbirds move in for a feast. The foliage 
is small and greyish-green in colour, with 
a pale, downy underside, giving this 
cotoneaster a lighter effect than some of 
its relatives. Elsewhere in the gardens, we 
have the larger C. lacteus, its decorative 
fruits borne in large, drooping clusters. 
Planted as specimen shrubs, rather than as 
a hedge, they’re only pruned occasionally, 
in early spring, to retain the shape and 
size. Unfussy and tolerant of exposed sites. 


Height and spread 2.5-4m x 2.5-4m. 
Origin Southwest China. 

Conditions Most soils; full sun to 
partial shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 6a-9bt. 
Season of interest Autumn to winter 
for berries. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society.tHardiness ratings given where available. 
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$8 December plants 
Ss Asa Gregers-Warg rounds off her year of plants with a winter-flowering clematis, an 
exotic-looking succulent and a burst of sunshine from a lemon-coloured marguerite 


PHOTOGRAPHS RICHARD BLOOM 


Asa Gregers-Warg is head 
gardener at Beth Chatto’s 
Plants & Gardens in Essex 
bethchatto.co.uk 


CLEMATIS CIRRHOSA 


We grow this winter-flowering, evergreen 
clematis trained against a wall that backs 
on to a raised bed, but if I were to plant 
another one, I'd let it scramble up the 
trunk of a tree, conifer or a large, 
deciduous shrub near a path so that 

you could look into the pretty, dainty, 
nodding bells. C. cirrhosa var. 
purpurascens Freckles’ is the hardiest 
and also most vigorous of this species, 
heavily speckled with plum inside. It 
belongs to pruning group 1 so requires 
very little pruning, other than a tidy after 
flowering in mid to late spring. Best 
sheltered from cold winds. AGM*. 


Height and spread 2.5-4m x 1.5m. 
Origin Mediterranean region. 
Conditions Moist but well-drained 
soil; full sun in a sheltered position. 
Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 7a-9b. 
Season of interest Winter. 


CORNUS SANGUINEA 
‘MIDWINTER FIRE’ 


DAPHNIPHYLLUM 
MACROPODUM 


In early winter this shrub holds on to 
its autumn foliage, but once the leaves 
drop, the vibrant-coloured stems 
continue to glow like a beacon through 
winter. Deeper orange towards the top, 
with a redder tint on the sunny side of 
the branches. It’s slower growing than 
C. alba and C. sericea, so we only cut 
plants back every two to three years. 

C. sanguinea ‘Anny’s Winter Orange’ 
is bolder in colour and doesn’t grow 

as tall. It spreads by suckering. 


Grown for its lustrous dark-green foliage, 
with a bloomy underside, this evergreen 
shrub makes a handsome feature in a 
winter garden as the leaves slightly droop, 
showcasing the prominent red leaf stalks. 
In spring, the young foliage emerges 
pointing upwards, flushed coppery-red, 
giving the appearance from afar of bronze 
flowers. Inconspicuous male and female 
flowers appear on separate plants, the 
latter producing attractive blue berries. 
Easily grown in average soil, but best if 
given shelter from cold drying winds and 


Height and spread 2.5m x 2m scorching sun. 
(if left unpruned). 
Origin Garden (species Europe and Height and spread 6m x 6m. 


western Asia). 

Conditions Moist but well-drained soil; 
full sun to partial shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-7b. 
Season of interest Winter. 


Origin China, Japan and Korea. 
Conditions Well-drained soil; full sun to 
partial shade. Shelter from cold winds. 
Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 7a-9b. 
Season of interest Year round. 
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ASTILBE CHINENSIS 


The Chinese astilbe generally blooms later 
than its peers, so is useful for extending 
the flowering season. Though plants are 
noted for having better sun and drought 
tolerance, this doesn’t mean you can plant 
them in poor, dry soil - they perform best 
in moisture-retentive ground. A. chinensis 
var. taquetii ‘Purpurlanze’ is one of the 
tallest, while the dwarf form, A. chinensis 
var. pumila, makes a great groundcover, 
with densely packed, lilac-pink flower 
plumes, 30cm tall. Attractive seedheads 
throughout winter. AGM. 


Height and spread 1.2m x 60cm. 

Origin Eastern China, Japanese 
archipelago and Korea. 

Conditions Soil that’s not too dry; 

full sun to partial shade. 

Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 

Season of interest Flowers: midsummer; 
seedheads: autumn to winter. 


ARGYRANTHEMUM 
JAMAICA PRIMROSE’ 


This lovely marguerite will reward 

you with a mass of sunny daisies from 
May right through to the first frost, if 
deadheaded regularly, and it’s superb in 

a container — we put three plants in a large 
tub where they form an eye-catching 
mound. We also grow the white A. gracile 
‘Chelsea Girl’ and a pink form of 

A. frutescens, which Beth loved. These are 
tender sub-shrubs, so we take cuttings in 
early autumn, nipping out the bud if it’s 
not possible to find a non-flowering shoot, 
and overwinter frost-free. AGM. 


Height and spread 50cm-1m x 50cm. 
Origin Garden (hybrid of A. frutescens 
and x A. maderense). 

Conditions Fertile, well-drained 

soil; full sun. 

Hardiness RHS H2, USDA 10a-11. 
Season of interest May until first frost. 


CISTUS X HYBRIDUS 
‘GOLD PRIZE’ 


I planted this white-flowered cistus in the 
dappled shade under a Genista aetnensis, 
so its golden-yellow leaves, embellished 
with soft-green irregular centres, would 
brighten up a dull corner. Initially, I was 
disappointed, as it took several years to 
settle in, but it has now formed a neat, low 
mound, adding interest and much-needed 
contrast among predominantly silver-grey 
and green-leaved plants. In summer, the 
golden foliage acts as a foil for eryngium, 
verbena, blue agapanthus and the soft, 
furry caterpillar-like flowers of 
Pennisetum villosum. 


Height and spread 90cm x 1.2m. 
Origin Garden (species Mediterranean). 
Conditions Well-drained soil; full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 
Season of interest Flowers: June; 
foliage: year round. 


Asa's recommendations 


for places to see 


seasonal plants 
at their best 


Be sure to check opening 
times. Some garden visits 
may need to be pre-booked. 


| tend to read more 
gardening books in the 
winter months. While | love 
browsing bookstores, 
especially second-hand 
ones, | love the RHS Lindley 
Library in London. Open 

to visitors and researchers, 
it holds a world-class 
collection of current and 
historical books on plants, 
gardening andi its history. To 
access the Lower Research 
Room, you need to make an 
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appointment and you 
must be an RHS member to 
borrow books. 80 Vincent 
Square, London SW1P 2PE. 
Tel 020 78213050, 
rhs.org.uk/education- 
learning/libraries 

My horticultural career 
began, many years ago, 
with a brief stint at 
Bergianska Tradgarden 
(Bergius Botanic Garden) 
in Stockholm, Sweden. As 
a career changer, keen to 


study horticulture, 

| needed proof of 
horticultural work 
experience to apply to my 
chosen college. It's not 
always easy to find such 
a placement without any 
formal training, but the 
Botanic Garden kindly 
gave me the opportunity 
to join its team for 

afew months and | later 
returned to work there 
during asummer break in 


my studies. Located just 
outside of the city centre, 
a short distance from the 
Museum of Natural 
History, the Bergius 
Botanic Garden sits on the 
waterfront overlooking 
Hagaparken (Haga Park). 
Edvard Andersson's 
Conservatory makes 

for alovely escape on 
acold, wintery day. 

Enter through the 
Mediterranean Halland [> 


Gloves for people serious 
about Gardening 


The Perfect Christmas Gift 
for All Gardeners 


Superior Deerskin Gardening Gloves by GOLD LEAF 


NOTHING COMPARES! 


Endorsed by 


RHS 


® The Royal Horticultural Society. The Royal Horticultural Society, and its logo, are trademarks of The Royal Horticultural Society 


vidas 
RO ATT 
z 


(Registered Charity No 222879/SC038262) and used under licence from RHS Enterprises Limited 


Telephone: +44 (0)23 8040 2025 Website: www.goldleaf-gloves.com 
DISCOVER * REVIEW * SHARE 


TIMBER 


WINDOWS 


ALL TIMBER WINDOWS & 
DOORS IN DECEMBER 
& JANUARY 


Naturally beautiful, our award-winning timber windows and doors are the logical choice. Constructed from 
engineered timber slow grown in cold climates, their strength, stability and beauty are guaranteed. 


Whether your home is a country cottage, a Victorian semi, a modern townhouse or a converted barn, we have a range of traditional 
and contemporary timber windows and doors that will complement it perfectly. 


Our collection has been carefully and sensitively tailored to complement the English home. Unlike timber windows of old, our products 
will not twist, will not rot and require very little maintenance. High levels of insulation and security ensure there is no need to sacrifice 
beauty for comfort. 


With 15% discount off all windows & doors in our Winter Sale, explore the range in 50 showrooms nationwide. 


. 
T: 0800 030 2000 f v < tumberwindows.com/gt 


ALOIAMPELOS STRIATULA 


In summer, tapered, poker-like spires of 
yellow flowers arise from a thicket of 
rambling stems planted among a drift of 
wispy Stipa tenuissima. An exotic-looking 
addition to any xeriscape garden, this 
stripe-stemmed aloe is hardier than it 
looks. That said, while it previously coped 
well here with occasional frost, last 
December's freezing spell cut it to the 
ground. We impatiently awaited signs of 
life until a mass of new shoots emerged 
from the base in late spring. We'll protect 
with horticultural fleece in the future. 
Good drainage is essential. AGM. 


Height and spread 50cm-1m x 1m 
(larger in milder climates). 

Origin South Africa. 

Conditions Sandy, well-drained 
soil; full sun. 

Hardiness RHS H3, USDA 9a-11. 
Season of interest Year round. 


PHLOMIS ‘EDWARD BOWLES’ 


This Jerusalem sage forms a handsome, 
rounded evergreen bush, clothed in soft, 
grey-green foliage. I favour its sulphur- 
yellow, whorled flowerheads over the 
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GALACTITES TOMENTOSUS 


Cherished for its striking winter-rosettes 
of silvery veined foliage, this delightful 
thistle makes a choice hardy annual for 
any Mediterranean-style border. In 
summer, tall, erect stems emerge from 
the base, carrying branching heads of 
light-purple thistle-flowers. We also grow 
white-flowered G. tomentosus ‘Alba’. Like 
most other annuals and biennials we 
grow, this self-seeder establishes better in 
our poor, sandy soil. We tend to wait until 
early spring before thinning the young 
plants, in case some are damaged by 

a prolonged cold spell, handing our 
nursery the surplus stock to pot up. 


Height and spread 1m x 30cm. 
Origin Mediterranean. 

Conditions Well-drained soil; full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 6a-10b. 
Season of interest Flowers: June; 
foliage: winter. 


deeper-yellow P. fruticosa (one of its 
parents). If damaged by a hard winter, 
prune in spring. Phlomis, with a tolerance 
of high temperatures and long periods of 
drought, is a genus of plants that suits our 
low rainfall and free-draining soil here in 
Essex. I’ve recently acquired a couple of 
rarely available species from Toby Shuall 
(@zophianplants), who specialises in 
drought-tolerant plants, that I'm looking 
forwarded to trialling. 


Height and spread 1.5m x 1.5m. 

Origin Garden (species Mediterranean). 
Conditions Well-drained soil; full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 5a-10b. 
Season of interest Flowers: early 


[> spend some time 
exploring the smaller, 
adjacent corner halls 
representing other parts of 
the world: Australia, South 
Africa, Californian desert 
anda fernery. There is also 


the Palm Hall and Tropical 
Room to see. The outside 
areas are free to view and 
open all year round, 
though I'd recommend a 
summer visit, when you'll 
also be able to view the 


small Victoria House, 
a dome-shaped, cast-iron 
glasshouse (open May to 
September), designed 
specifically to house giant 
water lilies. See the 
website for the Edvard 
Andersson's Conservatory 
opening times and entry 
prices. Gustafsborgsvagen 
4,114.18 Stockholm, 
Sweden. bergainska.se 

A year goes by so 
quickly. Taking stock of the 


summer; seedheads: winter. 


year that's been, the 
moments | cherish the 
most are those of meeting 
and connecting with other 
gardeners, sharing one’s 
passion for plants and all 
things horticultural. 

Sometimes it is just a 
brief conversation, but at 
other times there's an 
opportunity to delve deeper, 
exchanging experiences 
and ideas. If you're planning 
a visit to the Beth Chatto 


Gardens next year, then 
please do come and say 
hello. Elmstead Market, 
Colchester, Essex CO7 7DB. 
Tel 01206 822007, 
bethchatto.co.uk, 
@bethchattogardens 
Looking forward to the 
summer, we are pleased to 
announce that our third 
Beth Chatto Symposium 
will be held 29-30 August 
2024 at the University of 
Essex, Ivor Crewe Lecture 
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Hall. It's a two-day event, 
filled with talks froma 
diverse line-up of speakers 
and moderated panel 
discussions exploring 
garden and horticultural 
topics. We will announce 
more information on our 
social media channels and 
website soon. In the 
meantime, the talks from 
our 2022 event ‘Rewilding 
the Mind’ are free to view 
on our YouTube channel. 


WESTLAND LONDON 


SPECIALISTS IN ANTIQUE FIREPLACES & FINE ANTIQUES SINCE 1969 


7 ld ashe ep 
I ee 


295 WILLESDEN LANE, LONDON, NW2 SHY TEL: +44 (0) 207 739 8094 
TUBE: WILLESDEN GREEN (JUBILEE LINE) www.westlandlondon.com e-mail: westland@westlandlondon.com 


DIGGING 
THE DIRT 


As Ken Thompson explains, 

the key to a good soil lies both in its 
structure and in the life it sustains. But is 
any of it improved by digging? 


ILLUSTRATION JILL CALDER 


DIG IN WISE WORDS 


— 


hen reading up on what soil your plants need, you have 

probably come across the impossible phrase ‘moist but 

well-drained’ and puzzled over what that could possibly 

mean. The soil all gardeners want is loam, which has 

a mineral fraction of about 10-20 per cent clay, with the 

rest consisting of roughly equal amounts of sand and 
silt. The other major component of soil is organic matter, some of which is added 
to soils directly by plants, both from chemical exudates from roots and from the 
death of roots themselves. Dead organic matter also arrives at the soil surface, 
either directly from plants or via the compost heap. 


Space, the final frontier 


But arguably the most important part of soil is space, usually full of a mixture 
of air and water. Loam will typically have a pore space of about 50 per cent, 
but sandy soils are about 35-40 per cent space, while clays are 50-70 per cent 
space. If it seems paradoxical that poorly drained clays have more space than 
well-drained sands, the explanation lies in the size of the pores. Most pores 

in sandy soil are large transmission pores, which fill up with water when it [> 
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DIG IN WISE WORDS 


> rains, but quickly drain when it stops. In clay soils, however, 

a high proportion of pores are very narrow residual pores, which hold 
on tenaciously to the water they contain. A loam has a nice mixture 

of pore sizes, including plenty of intermediate-sized storage pores, which 
are good at both storing water and giving it up to plants when needed. 

The larger pores are crucial to soil function, providing aeration, 
drainage and water for plant growth. If there aren't enough, either drainage 
or water supply (or both) will be a problem. Pores also provide pathways 
for penetration of soil by roots, and many are created by the death 
of old roots, while others arise from the activities of earthworms. 


Life in soil 
But pores are just one part of soil structure, and the key to good structure is 
plenty of life; plant, animal and microbial. Roots themselves help to provide 
structure, and also secrete mucilage that sticks soil particles together. Root 
exudates in the rhizosphere (the zone immediately surrounding each root) 
lead to vigorous growth of bacteria, which in turn secrete organic glues that 
help to bind soil particles together. Earthworms incorporate organic matter 
into soil, and in their guts, clay and organic matter are intimately mixed and 
become encrusted with mucus to create the nuclei of new soil crumbs. Drying 
and ageing of earthworm casts further strengthens the bonds between organic 
materials, mucus and minerals to stabilise the new aggregates. 

Last, but far from least, fungi - and especially mycorrhizae - make 
a major contribution to soil structure. Partly this is down to chemicals they 
secrete, and partly down to their simple physical presence — the mycorrhizal 
network in the soil has been described as a ‘sticky string bag’ that enmeshes 
soil particles and holds them together. 


Soil is not improved by digging 
To sum up, fertile soils naturally acquire a crumb structure and a connected 
network of the right kinds of soil pores, which combine to provide the water 
and nutrients needed for growth, the space and oxygen roots need to grow and 
breathe, and both a habitat and food (organic matter) for soil microbes. Soil 
aggregates also help to protect soil structure from damage by heavy rain. 

None of these things is improved by digging, which damages soil 
crumbs, compacts soil and reduces nutrients, microbial activity and 
the activities of animals, especially earthworms, that contribute to soil 
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To see all the undesirable 
consequences of regular 
cultivation, we need look 
no further than the 
typical arable soil, which 
research shows to be 
compacted, lifeless and 
low in organic matter 


crumb formation. The amount of organic matter 
in soil is also negatively affected by digging, which 
introduces lots of air into soil, leading to its rapid 
oxidation. The extensive mycorrhizal network of 
fungal hyphae is also damaged or destroyed by 
cultivation. In fact many ‘traditional’ gardening 
practices, including heavy use of fertilisers and 
other garden chemicals, have strongly negative 
effects on mycorrhizae. 

To see all the undesirable consequences of 
regular cultivation, we need look no further than 
the typical arable soil, which research shows to be 
compacted, lifeless and low in organic matter, with 
low structural stability and poor ability to supply 
water and nutrients for plant growth. Roots that 
encounter such soils quickly send chemical signals 
to the above-ground parts of the plant that effectively 
say ‘we have a problem down here, stop growing’ 


When to dig? 


Other than as a source of fresh air and exercise, 
digging is much overrated, and should not be part of 
the normal management of any soil. Cultivation is 
particularly damaging to soil structure on clay soils, 
and especially when they're wet. Digging should really 
only be a remedial activity, for example when soil has 
been badly compacted by vehicles or trampling, or if 
the soil has developed a hard ‘pan: Although mulching 
soil with organic matter (for example, home-made 
compost) is certainly a good idea, there's absolutely no 
need to dig it in. Compost added to the soil surface 
suppresses weeds, reduces evaporation, protects against 
raindrop impact and increases aggregate stability. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

If you want to learn more about soil and its 
management, then the relevant chapters in Science 
and the Garden: the Scientific Basis of Horticultural 
Practice, 3rd edition (Wiley-Blackwell, 2015), 
edited by David S Ingram, Daphne Vince-Prue 

and Peter J Gregory, are well worth a read. 


« Dr Ken Thompson is a plant ecologist and 
myth buster, who is known for his scientific 

and practical approach to gardening. He is 
author of books on invasive species, biodiversity, 
wildlife gardening, weeds and compost making. 
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GARDEN 
MASTERCLASS 


Curated by garden designer Annie Guilfoyle and horticulturalist Noel Kingsbury, Garden Masterclass is a unique education portal 
for garden and landscape people. Webinars this winter will include Chris Fehlhaber, Tom Stuart-Smith, Bettina Jaugstetter, 
Nigel Dunnett, Caroline Jackson and Claire Greenslade. Live events begin in spring and will include Dan Pearson, Midori Shintani, 
Nigel Dunnett, Katy Merrington, Jason Ingram, Jo McKerr, Annie Guilfoyle and Noel Kingsbury. 


Many more events both live and online go to 


SUPPORTED BY 
or email gardenmasterclass@gmail.com AL . ay Ex 
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na winter day, the entire view from Jacky Hobbs’ 

window shimmers with grasses and perennial 

seedheads. “Many of the plants are huge, they 

tower over us and fill the windows,’ she says. 

“T love the fact that these plants stay up all 

winter. It is wonderful if we get a frost. I go to 

the bottom of the garden in the morning and 

look up and it’s backlit and it’s like everything is 
just sprinkled in diamonds. It's magical, like a fairyland” 

The view wasnt always so special. For many years, Jacky and her 
partner looked out from their 17th-century, Cotswold-stone farmhouse 
on to cars. “There was a York stone dining terrace outside of the house 
and then a parking area right next to it. You just looked out of every 
window at cars.” Then, after 13 years of dividing their time between here 
and London, the coupled decided to move to the Cotswolds full time, 
and Jacky felt it was time to do something about the garden. 

Jacky is a garden photographer, writer and stylist, and so spends 
a lot of her time visiting gardens and garden shows, but this had left 
her feeling a bit overwhelmed with ideas. “Id seen so many wonderful 
gardens. Every one I went to was my favourite for that week. I just 
couldn't sieve through all of the ideas to reach one coherent style” 

After dithering for a year, her partner Simon (who “knows little about > 


Above A combination of tall, towering Calamagrostis x acutiflora ‘Karl Foerster’, 
Agastache ‘Blackadder’ and plants for evergreen winter structure, including box 
balls and young yew plants that will eventually form a low hedge, surround the 
terrace outside the house. Designer Katie Guillebaud introduced the cobble sett 
pathways to convey a strong feeling of the past in keeping with the old farmhouse. 
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How to plant for 
year-round interest 


Jacky’s request was for a garden that worked all year, 
so designer Katie Guillebaud chose spring bulbs and 
winter-flowering plants such as hellebores. She planted 
them among multi-stemmed Amelanchier x lamarckii, a 
bit of a signature plant for Katie, as it offers beautiful spring 
blossom, good autumn colour and a strong multi-stemmed 
winter structure. In spring, the perennials come through 
alongside the bulbs. 

At Katie's direction, Jacky never feeds nor waters 
the drought-tolerant planting, and that has contributed 
to the plants being strong and stocky, and needing 
minimal or no staking and supporting. In early summer, 
the earlier perennials start flowering and the garden is 
dominated by a great many old roses that pre-date the 
redesign, and that blend in well with newer rose plantings 
that Katie has incorporated. As summer goes on, the 
herbaceous perennials begin to fill out. 

In autumn, the grasses come into flower, and 
September to February is when the garden is at its 
peak. “After that, it all starts to teeter and get a little bit 
rotten and soggy. It’s had enough, and that’s when it goes,” 
says Jacky. The perennials are chopped back to ground 
level and cleared, by which time new growth is starting to 
come through, as are the bulbs. 


1 The view from the kitchen window used to be 
dominated by a gravel car park. Now it looks through 
and across planting towards the 17th-century thatched 
barn beyond, where Jacky has her studio. 


2 A large old apple tree, Malus domestica 
‘Edward VII’, and an evergreen Choisya ternata provide 
strong structure in the older part of the garden. The 
circular wooden tree seat provides one of several places 
to sit and enjoy the winter garden. 


3 The outdoor dining terrace is surrounded all winter 
long by high stems of grasses including Calamagrostis x 
acutiflora ‘Karl Foerster’ and Stipa tenuissima, and 
seedheads of Cephalaria alpina and Salvia ‘Blue Spire’. 


4 In front of the house runs a border of mixed 
evergreen and perennial planting that holds interest 
throughout winter, including a ball of Phillyrea 
angustifolia, Hylotelephium ‘Matrona’, Salvia officinalis 
‘Berggarten’, Stipa gigantea and Stipa calamagrostis 
along with Rosa The Lady of the Lake (= ‘Ausherbert’). 


> gardening but enjoys sitting on a mower and chopping things”) 
forced her hand by bringing in two designers. “They weren't right 
but I said fair enough, I'm under pressure now. I'll find someone?” 

She found Katie Guillebaud almost by chance, from a card in 
a local garden antiques company. “Before she visited, I had found 
one magazine packed with gardens I loved. I didn't look at the 
captions, I just handed it to her and said ‘anything like this please’ 
and fortuitously she said ‘that’s one of my gardens on the cover. 

It was like it was meant to be. She just understood what I wanted” 
The look Jacky loved was soft naturalistic planting, with the colours 
in summer shades of purple, blue and pink. 

The brief was to rearrange the garden to make it work better 
for the couple, as well as integrating older parts of the garden with 
new beds of perennials and structure that would work with the 
characterful building and look good all year round. 

Katie drew up several masterplan options, which were tweaked 
until everyone was happy. But there were a couple of opposing 
viewpoints. “We insisted on roses because we had so many and 
they do so well here,” says Jacky. “Katie wasn't a fan of them, but 
she conceded and successfully incorporated the most beautiful 
rose varieties into her design” 

Another debate ensued when Katie started putting the borders 
in. “We had all agreed to the plan, but when she put these really 
deep borders in we were both shocked. Simon was concerned about 
how much lawn he was losing and we started to resist her plan to 
create an island bed too. But Katie said: ‘I know the look and feel 
that you want, trust me; and I am so glad we did.” The island bed 
breaks up the lawn. “Without it, the beds, as large as they are, would 
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Above Beside Jacky’'s studio sits a “deconstructed parterre”. Rather than 
replace her box plants after they die, or try to find alternatives, Jacky has filled 
the space with perennials, including Salvia ‘Blue Spire’, Stipa lessingiana and 
Hylotelephium ‘Matrona’ that combine with roses such as Rosa Princess 
Alexandra of Kent (= ‘Ausmerchant’) to create a looser, less formal ‘parterre’. 


look pushed to the edges.” The deep beds allowed Katie to plant 
towering banks of self-supporting plants, and the island bed creates 
the layers of planting that Jacky so loves after a winter frost. 

The dining terrace, once a place to sit alongside cars, is now 
enveloped in winter by Katie's plants, which were partly chosen for 
the structure they leave behind once they’ve died. “You feel like a 
child because you are so small among these beautiful skeletons,’ 
says Jacky. “The tiniest bit of frost or even rain and the light comes 
through and the whole thing just sparkles, it’s amazing. And it 
attracts so many birds, particularly in winter, when they are feasting 
on the seedheads. It’s just a beautiful place to sit and observe.” 

Katie has created a garden that works year round, is in sync 
with changing climate conditions, and provides food and shelter for 
wildlife, but is, unusually, perhaps at its most beautiful during winter. 
“Its not like most winter gardens, where youre peering down at a 
hellebore on the ground? says Jacky. “When you stand in this garden, 
even in winter, youre always looking through and up. You're engulfed 
in this beautiful textural swishing. It’s like a sepia version of the 
summer garden? Oo 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Katie’s work at kggardendesign.co.uk 


8 key plants for winter 


1 Calamagrostis brachytricha A beautifully feathery grass that Jacky loves. “It 
catches raindrops and frost all through the flowerheads and they are lit up by the 
winter light.” Height and spread: 1.5m x 90cm. AGM*. RHS H6, USDA 4a-9bt. 


2 Calamagrostis x acutiflora ‘Karl Foerster’ Great plumes of this striking and 
upright grass repeat all over the garden. “It is the winter backbone,” says Jacky. 
1.8m x 60cm. AGM. RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 


3 Betonica officinalis ‘Hummelo’ A low-growing plant with magenta flowers 
followed by structural seedheads. “They're like a honeycomb, and insects crawl 
in and winter in there,” says Jacky. 50cm x 70cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 4a- 8b. 


4 Salvia ‘Blue Spire’ When there's not much colour in the garden, Jacky says, 
“this still contrasts beautifully with everything else, a veil of pale, grey-silver 
feathers among all of the sepia colours”. 1.2m x 1m. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. 
5 Cephalaria alpina One of the plants that looms over the garden even in winter. 


“The seedheads are like bobbles,” says Jacky. “I love them. The stems are so big 
and they wave in the slightest breeze.” 1.8m x 50cm. RHS H7, USDA 6a-9b. 


6 Echinacea purpurea ‘Magnus’ Echinacea seedheads are textural, and barely 
recognisable from their pinkish flowers. “A few of the petals linger on and you get 
this spidery effect,” says Jacky. 1m x 45cm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-8b. 


7 Eutrochium maculatum ‘Glutball’ Quite a lightweight presence in the 
garden with lovely, skinny little stems. Beautiful when frosted and all the 
light comes through it. 2.5m x 1.2m. RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


8 Phillyrea angustifolia Adds evergreen structure to the winter garden and 
works better with seedheads and grasses than box or yew. 3m x 3m. RHS H5. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given where available. 


This was 
Sylvia's 
promise 


to you... 


A generation ago, a woman named Sylvia made 

a promise. As a doctor's secretary, she’d watched 
stroke destroy the lives of so many people. She was 
determined to make sure we could all live in a world 
where we're far less likely to lose our lives to stroke. 


She kept her promise, and a gift to the Stroke 
Association was included in her WiLL. Sylvia's gift 
helped fund the work that made sure many more of 
Us survive stroke now than did in her lifetime. 


Sylvia changed the story for us all. Now it's our turn 
to change the story for those who'll come after us. 


Stroke still shatters lives and tears families apart. 
And for so many survivors the road to recovery is 
still Long and desperately lonely. If you or someone 
you love has been affected by stroke — you'll know 
just what that means. 


Rebuilding lives after stroke 


The Stroke Association is registered as a charity in England and Wales (No 211015) and in Scotland (SC037789). 
Also registered in the Isle of Man (No. 945) and Jersey (NPO 369), and operating as a charity in Northern Ireland. 


But it doesn't have to be like this. You can change the 
story, just like Sylvia did, with a gift in your WiLL All it 
takes is a promise. 


You can promise future generations a world where 
researchers discover new treatments and surgeries 
and every single stroke survivor has the best care, 
rehabilitation and support network possible, to help 
them rebuild their lives. 


Will you make that promise to generations to 
come? Please, leave a gift in your Will to the 
Stroke Association. 


Find out how by calling 020 7566 1505 
or email legacy@stroke.org.uk 
or visit stroke.org.uk/Legacy 


Stroke 


Association 


LUKE SENIOR 


A former Ruth Borun scholar at 
Great Dixter, Luke is now one of the 
garden's full time gardeners 


PORTRAIT RICHARD BLOOM 


Earliest garden memory Making miniature gardens out of 
rocks, logs and various uprooted weeds in a sandbox. 

First plant love The earliest plants | remember growing were 
busy Lizzies and sycamore seedlings on the windowsills 
back home in Ireland. But the first plants | was really excited 
about growing were gloriosa lilies. | grew them inside on 
bamboo canes and loved how exotic the flowers looked. 
Who has inspired your career the most and why? Jimi 
Blake. | first started working at Jimi’s garden, Hunting Brook, 
when | was 19.| enjoyed his approach to plants and how he 
uses them as well as his fun perspective on gardening. 
Favourite landscape or garden that has influenced you My 
general enthralment with the rural Irish landscape lives on, 
especially in Tipperary where | grew up, with the mixture of 
rolling hills and mountainous backdrops. 

Three most worthwhile tips for every gardener Use the 
internet for new information and ideas. Use plants from 
every plant group — grasses, shrubs, self-seeders and 

bulbs — for an interesting garden. Learn to garden more 
holistically and not just for aesthetics. A scorched-earth 
policy for ‘weeds’ is rarely necessary. There's no shame in 
some general untidiness, which is great for wildlife. 

Most valuable training Studying horticulture and land 
management at university in Ireland introduced me to 
extraordinary places, such as Hunting Brook Gardens and 
Lismore Castle Gardens, that defined and shaped gardening 
as an occupation for me from a young age. But my time 
spent at Great Dixter has been like nothing else. To spend a 
year not just learning new skills but reaffirming old ones has 
been a pleasure. As has meeting so many fantastic people. 
Favourite planting style A mixture of wild, blowsy and 
whimsical with some formal elements. 

Favourite weed you are happy to have in the garden Cow 
parsley or meadow buttercups. Preferably both. 

Biggest challenge facing gardeners today The issue of pay 
is important. Pay within horticulture has remained relatively 
stagnant in comparison to, say, electricians and carpenters, 
whose services are perceived as being more in demand. 
Skilled gardening jobs at interesting locations rarely pay well 
enough to fund modern-day living. A greener future for all is 
fantastic, but we need to see the worth and value in well- 
trained horticulturists with a decent wage to accompany it. 
One easy thing that every gardener can do to be more 
sustainable Use peat-free materials. 

What principles have guided your attitude towards 
gardening For as long as | can remember, biodiversity has 
had a huge part to play in my approach to my work. | think 
this comes from an early age where my equal interests in 
animals as well as plants have shaped that approach. 
Favourite gardening Instagram I've always 

enjoyed Charlie McCormick's Instagram feed 
(@charliemccormick), and | also enjoy that of previous 
Dixter scholar Colin Stewart (@colindavidstewart). 
Instagram @theskintgardener 

Find out more about Great Dixter at greatdixter.co.uk 
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Garden more holistically and not 
just for aesthetics. There's no 
shame in some general untidiness, 
which is great for wildlife 
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Bringing family and friends together 
for a meal is one of the great pleasures 
of Christmas, and this foliage cloud 
makes a spectacular centrepiece while 
leaving plenty of space on the table. 
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~ Entertain in style this Christmas with ideas for natural 
decorations from Swallows & Damsons 
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s there anything so peaceful as 

a deep winter's day? There's a 

crispness that clears the senses. 

The land breathes; there is rest 

above and deep rumblings of 

unseen preparation below. Winter 
begins like a dark, ancient womb that 
nourishes and protects, encouraging 
a different pace; to slow right down, 
allowing one act to end and, behind 
the big velvet curtain of November, 
for a scene change to take place. 

With the limitations and scarcity of 
flowers at this time in the year, I notice 
that a deeper kind of seeing kicks in. To 
keep making and creating arrangements, 
we rely on more than the obvious showy 
blooms of the other more fruitful seasons. 
I love shy winter for choosing ingredients 
that would usually be overlooked or 
overshadowed by the more dominant, 
obvious flowers. Subtle hues in blues and 
greys of spruce, juniper and cedar. Mosses 
and pine cones, rose hips, crab apples 
and ligustrum berries all bring punches 
of colour, and then there’s the tenacious 
little flowers that grow among the harshest 
conditions, like hellebores and snowdrops. 

The arrangements I’ve demonstrated here 
vary from simple, using just a few choice 
blooms and stems, to grander displays. Some 
use plants that are not necessarily seasonal, 
but UK-grown flowers should be available 
from florists in December. There's also the 
option at this time of year to cut out flowers 
completely and just replicate nature and 
what's happening outside by using foliage and 
seedheads with interesting hues and textures, 
gnarly lichen-covered branches and vibrant 
berries, mixed with a few late winter or 
early spring blooms, such as hellebores and 
anemones. There are plenty of inventive ways 
to bring wintered nature into the heart of the 
home for the festive season. 


For this cloud I've taken inspiration from 

the hedgerows and evergreens to create an 
installation that is truly seasonal, but also 
somewhat unexpected and ethereal. Limiting 
my palette to just the greys and blues of 
cedar, spruce, mimosa, Ozothamnus ‘Sussex 
Silver’ and Helichrysum italicum, this wintery 
cloud brings in scents of the forest. 


You will need 

* 1long branch that fits in the space 
where the cloud will be positioned 

* 20-30 stems of each of the following 
foliage: cedar, pine, mimosa, dried 
Limonium, Helichrysum italicum and 
Ozothamnus ‘Sussex Silver’ 

* Rope 

* Chicken wire 


A hanging cloud allows you to keep 
table decorations simple, such as 
this glass with a single hellebore. 


* Garden wire 
«7 small brass bells to decorate 


How to make 

1. Tie two lengths of rope to either end 

of alarge branch, so that you create a 
swing-type structure. 

2. Hang the branch in its desired spot. It 
may be easier to work on this in a different 
place, but it’s best to create this design in 
a hanging position. 

3. Cut three to five squares of chicken 
wire, approximately 40cm square, and 
lightly scrunch them into balls. The ones | 


used here were roughly the size of a football. 


4. Mould each ball around the branch ina 
line and fasten with wire. These don't have to 
look neat or particularly ordered at this 


CHRISTMAS FESTIVE FLORALS 


stage. Wonky shapes and sizes will add 

the overall natural and organic aesthetic 

of the cloud. 

5. Choose a starting point and start 
adding the foliage into the chicken wire. 

| like to group the ingredients when I’m 
creating a cloud. This means that rather 
than dispersing each variety of foliage 
evenly throughout the design, | will create 
a patch or cluster of each type. 

6. Dangling or trailing foliages work 

best around the bottom of the cloud and 
straighter stems tend to work better higher 
up, reaching for the sky. 

7. Keep filling your foliage into the wire until 
all the wire is covered. Once you are happy, 
hang the cloud in its final position and add 
any trinkets or decorations. > 
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CHRISTMAS FESTIVE FLORALS 


This simple yet magical arrangement 
requires minimal ingredients to create, 
showcasing tiny stems or branches, 
mosses, leaves and other found items. 

By arranging and placing these under 
glass, they become magnified and framed, 
creating a fairytale-like centrepiece. 


You will need 

* Glass cloche with base 

* 3 stems of ranunculus 

* 3 stems of anemone 

* 2 hellebores 

+ 1 Japanese quince branch in blossom 
¢ 3 stems of ligustrum berries 

* 1crab apple branch with berries 

* Small dish 
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* Kenzan (a flower frog) 
* Florists’ waterproof putty/tack 


How to make 

1. Secure a flower frog into the bottom 
of your dish with a little florists’ putty to 
ensure it stays in place. 

2. Keep the glass dome next to 

your arrangement as you create, so 

that you can regularly check that the 
height and width of the design doesn’t 
exceed the size of the dome. 

3. Place the tallest stem first. Press this 
firmly into the flower frog, keeping check 
of dimensions of the dome. 

4. Next add a focal bloom, such as the 
red ranunculus, or you could use a cluster 


To watch our video of Anna creating 
acloche arrangement, scan the QR code 
with your phone camera or head to 
gardensillustrated.com/christmas-cloche 


Left Floral designer Anna Potter of Sheffield- 
based Swallows & Damsons adds the 
finishing touches to this simple but 
effective display for a table or sideboard. 
Right You can use any combination of 
flowering plants and foliage to keep the 
display fresh and seasonal. Here Anna has 
used a mellow mix of Ranunculus ‘Cloony 
Fragolino Extra’, Anemone ‘Galilee Pastel 
Mixed’ and Helleborus niger along with 
blossom of Chaenomeles x superba ‘Texas 
Scarlet’ hips of Rosa filipes ‘Kiftsgate’ and 
berries of Ligustrum vulgare and Malus 
‘Royalty’ The tall dried seedhead is dill, 
Anethum graveolens. 


of berries, right at the lowest point, sitting 
flush or just over the edge of the dish. 

5. Now you have the highest and lowest 
points, you can stagger your ingredients 
between the two. In this design, there 

are no rights or wrongs for placement. 
Using fewer flowers allows you to really 
contemplate each stem; its length, shape 
and fullness can help determine where in 
the arrangement you place it. 

6. Once you are happy with the shape 
and coverage, place the dish on the base 
of the cloche. 

7. Carefully place the glass dome over 

the design, moving it from side to side very 
slightly in a shimmying fashion to make sure 
none of your stems get bent or trapped. [> 
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Left Warm festive reds and pinks combine 
with the cool blues of the cedar and inky 
blacks of the ligustrum berries to create a 
Christmas mantel with real wow factor. 
Right Juniperus squamata ‘Blue Star’(1), 
Ranunculus ‘Cloony Coral’ (2), Rosa filipes 
‘Kiftsgate’ hips (3), Ozothamnus ‘Sussex 
Silver’ (4), dried Xerochrysum bracteatum (5), 
Malus ‘Royalty’ berries (6), Cedrus atlantica 
“Glauca’ (7), Anemone coronaria ‘Mistral 
Plus Bianco Centro Nero’ (8), Acacia 
retinodes (9), Helichrysum italicum (10), 
Ranunculus asiaticus Butterfly series 
‘Hades’ (11), Rosa rubiginosa rose 

hips (12), Heracleum sphondylium 
(hogweed) seedheads (13) and 
Brachyglottis ‘Sunshine’ (14). 


AIC 
This design feels a little indulgent, rather like 
a Christmas dinner with all the trimmings. 
I've mixed spiky hedgerow hips and garden 
and woodland greens with shop-bought 
blooms, using the first of the ranunculus 
and anemones, as well as hellebores and 
blossom from the garden. 


You will need 

* 3x shallow troughs or containers (around 
7-10cm deep) that fit along the mantelpiece 

* 10-15 branches of foliage, such as juniper, 
cedar, pine, spruce and ozothamnus 

« 5 Japanese quince branches in bloom 

«10 stems of berries, such as rose hips, 
crab apple branches, ligustrum berries 

« 40 stems of flowers, such as ranunculus, 
hellebores, anemones and strawflowers 

«5 stems of architectural dried elements, 
such as hogweed or fennel seedheads 


* Chicken wire 

* Scissors 

- Waterproof tape 
* Moss 


How to make 


1. Half fill the containers with loose moss. 
2. Cut chicken wire into pieces that are 
approximately four times the size of the 
container’s base. Lightly scrunch into the 
shape of the vessel and place inside, poking 
the moss in among and around the wire. 

3. Tape over the top of the vessel in a cross 
to secure the chicken wire inside. Fill two 
thirds with water. 
4. Start by placing the containers on the 
mantle and adding the stems of foliage into 
the wire in the overall desired shape. | created 
an asymmetrical design that is higher on one 
side and cascades over the side on the other. 


CHRISTMAS FESTIVE FLORALS 


5. Begin creating the display by adding 
berries, branches and seedheads, keeping 
roughly to the asymmetrical shape. 

6. Next add the flowers. Begin by adding 
the largest of the blooms, such as large 
ranunculus or anemones, into the wire. Again 
| follow the shape and add some higher to one 
side, through to the centre of the design, and 
lastly, a few lower down, almost hanging over 
the sides close to the fireplace. 

7. Finally, pepper through the smaller, 
more dainty stems. Use these more subtle 
flowers, such as butterfly ranunculus and 
hellebores, to fill gaps and lightly pop out of 
the arrangement, creating movement and 

a natural look. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 


Find out more about Anna's work at 
swallowsanddamsons.com 
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Pittosporum tenuifolium 
‘Tom Thumb’ 

A popular mound-forming, 
purple-leaved cultivar with 
myriad uses, from container 
gardening to low hedging. 
Young leaves are a pale green 
and give a playful contrast to 
the older, vibrant foliage. Height 
and spread: 1m x 1m. AGM* 
RHS H4, USDA 8b-10a’. 


JA NINGRAM 


* yY 
46 ong illustrated.com DECE : 23 


: 
y 
, 

, 


PLANT PROFILE PITTOSPORUM 


What Compact to large, 
evergreen shrubs — or insome 
cases, small trees — that come 
ina vast array of coloured and 
varied foliage types. They are 
deservedly popular as they are 
easy to propagate, versatile 
evergreens that can be 
employed as hedging plants 
and evergreen punctuation in 
all but the coldest gardens. 
Origins Pittosporum 
tenuifolium is native to New 
Zealand while the fragrantly 
flowered Pittosporum tobira is 
from Japan and Korea. Other 
species can be found in parts 
of Eastern Asia, Australia and 
South Africa. 

Season Mostly year-round 
interest, though some species 
are prized for their scented 
flowers in early summer. 

Size Depending on species 
from 60cm up to 10m. 
Conditions Full sun with some 
shelter from cold, drying, 
winter winds. Great for coastal 
and city gardens where winter 
cold extremes are less severe. 
Hardiness Generally hardy 
down to -10°C — though some 
species are only suitable for 
milder areas — with an RHS 
hardiness rating of H3-H4, 
and suitable for gardens in 
USDA zones 8a to 10b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden 
Merit from the Royal 
Horticultural Society. 


tHardiness ratings given 
¢ - where available. 


PITTOSPORUM Pf 


These evergreen shrubs come in a multitude of sizes and shapes with shi 
often variegated or colourful leaves and small scented flowers 
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Pittosporum tenuifolium 
Although less common than 
its many cultivars, the straight 
species is still an attractive 
and versatile plant, useful 

as hedging or a standalone 
small tree, or used for clipped 


structure. Its light-green foliage 


is much brighter than privet or 
Osmanthus. 6m x 4m. RHS H4. 
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Pittosporum tenuifolium 
‘Purpureum’ 

Auseful plant for its 
evergreen purple foliage. 

It has an upright habit. The 
glossy leaves are a deep 
purple in colour and area 
brilliant contrast to other 
silver-leaved plants, or 
pale-blue flowers. 

3m x 1.5m. 


Id gardening books often talk about 
Pittosporum as a glasshouse plant, and 
while a cold winter can cause damage to 
this genus, the changing climate has 
enabled these prized evergreens to become 
staples of our gardens. There are at least 
52 cultivars of Pittosporum tenuifolium 
alone, so it is perhaps no surprise that it is the largest group 
within the genus in cultivation. A New Zealand native, 
Pittosporum tenuifolium goes by the Maori common name of 
Kohuhu, and its cultivars display habits of varying shapes and 
sizes, as well as leaf colours and textures, making it a treasure 
trove, completely irresistible for those with a soft spot for foliage. 
Couple this diversity with their quick-growing vigour, the fact 
they're easy to propagate from cuttings and a general easy-going 
habit with a tolerance of clipping, and it is easy to see why it is a 
plant that appears frequently in gardens. For the haters of 
coloured foliage, the genus offers 
a perfect alternative for the purist: 
Pittosporum tobira, which has large, 
glossy, dark-green leaves, and a compact 
form that makes a respectable little 
mound. However, they are not the 
hardiest of souls, and to that end have 
become regulars in city and coastal 
gardens. One attribute of Pittosporum 
tobira that everyone can get excited 
about is the incredibly scented flowers. 


If blindfolded, I could 
not tell the scent of 
Pittosporum tobira 

from orange blossom. 
It is simply divine 


PLANT PROFILE PITTOSPORUM 


Pittosporum tenuifolium 
‘Wrinkled Blue’ 

Anicely distinct cultivar 
displaying a silvery blue 
haze to the small, glossy 
leaves, which are rather 
sparsely arranged on wiry, 
black stems and have a 
slight crinkle. Clips and 
shapes well and is vigorous 
in habit. 4m x 2m. 


If blindfolded, I could not tell the scent of Pittosporum tobira 
apart from orange blossom. It is simply divine. 

Conceivably the ‘poster boy’ of the genus is the ever-popular 
Pittosporum tenufolium “Tom Thumb’, which is perhaps becoming 
too ubiquitous. However, when asked to think of evergreen purple- 
leaved plants, the list is a painfully short one, and the tidy, bushy, 
habit of this cultivar, with its juvenile green leaves bringing a 
cheerful contrast, makes it a very popular choice. I love it. 

Growing up gardening on the Yorkshire coast, I was hugely 
reliant on the genus. Any plant with New Zealand native genes 
tends to relish a coastal climate, actively enjoying cooler 
summers, wetter, milder winters and never flinching with as 
much wind as Mother Nature wishes to blow. To that end, I don’t 
believe I’ve ever seen one blow over, and they chime well with other 
shrubs from their homeland, such as Coprosma, Pseudowintera and 
Corokia, which also enjoy similar conditions. 

Pittosporum seems to exist in two guises. In cold gardens that 
dip below -10°C in winter, they often 
defoliate, or in extreme cases, die back 
to their older wood. This can determine 
their eventual height, reduce their lifespan, 
or keep some of the more tender cultivars 
(which tend to be the heavily variegated or 
larger-leaved ones) from flourishing to 
their full potential. Milder gardens, such 
as those in coastal districts, exhibit 
incredible, clearly very old examples, that 
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Pittosporum eugenioides 
‘Variegatum’ 

One for milder gardens, this 
large-leaved species has a 
wonderfully exotic look to it, 
and the variegation gives the 
whole plant a white/yellow 
hue. The foliage is lemon 
scented. In ideal conditions, 
it can make a small tree. 
5m x 2m. AGM. RHS #3. 


MARTIN HUGHES-JONES, TOMMY TONSBERG, THOMAS ALAMY / GAP PHOTOS 


Pittosporum tenuifolium 
‘Irene Patterson’ 

A personal favourite with 
heavily variegated leaves, 
splashed with white, ina 
somewhat random fashion, 
which look striking when 
the plant is viewed as a 
whole. The young stems 
are black. 1.5m x 1.5m. 
AGM. RHS H4. 


‘Silver Queen’ 

This classic white 
variegated Pittosporum 
has elegant green leaves 
with wavy white margins 
that are complemented 
by almost-black flowers. 


shrub in only a few years. 
4m x 2m. AGM. RHS H4. 


How to grow Pittosporum 


¢ Pittosporum are generally easy to 
please, and in milder gardens can live 

for decades. While they tolerate semi- 
shade, they prefer full sun. They also like 
amoisture-retentive but well-drained soil, 
but will tolerate heavy clay to light sand, 
though in hot, dry, summers, plants will 
show some drought stress by dropping 
older leaves. They can tolerate frequently 
waterlogged soils for a short time but 


won't yield good results or live long. 


« Younger plants will always be more at 
risk of frost, so plant in April to May and 
be generous with both water and a hearty 
mulch to stimulate a rapid establishment. 
Plants do not take kindly to being moved 
so be sure to plant in their final position. 


* As with most evergreens, Pittosporum 
have a new flush of leaves in late spring 
and drop a percentage of their older leaves 
— this is perfectly natural, if a little untidy. 


¢ Pittosporum require little pruning, but 
cultivars of P. tenuifolium can be clipped 
with great success to create spheres, 
cylinders, columns or anything of a 
columnar form, given their natural habit 
to grow mostly upwards. Clip once or 
twice in the growing season to create 

a desired ‘tightness’ — timing is not 
especially crucial, though ensure the last 
clip is amonth or so before the first frosts. 


* Cultivars with coloured foliage may 
revert to green, which should be pruned 
out. Equally, compact cultivars may revert 
to their regular species habit, which is 
more vigorous and will manifest itself as 
a stray shoot growing at twice the pace 
of the rest of the plant — this should also 
be removed with a degree of urgency. 

P. tobira requires little pruning, perhaps 
nothing more than the removal of 
deadwood, or any congested branches 
for aesthetic purposes. 


Pittosporum tenuifolium 


Creates a very bushy, large 


PLANT PROFILE PITTOSPORUM 


* Most Pittosporum will regenerate 
from old wood, though if the plant was 
in astressed condition before being 
pruned, its regeneration cannot always 
be guaranteed. Hard pruning should be 
carried out in late winter, and the plant 
then subsequently heavily mulched, and 
watered if the summer is dry, to help it 
recover fully before the following winter. 


« Pittosporum can be easily propagated 
from semi-ripe tip cuttings in late 
summer, helped along with a little bottom 
heat, if possible. Always choose shoots 
that visually demonstrate the 
characteristics of the cultivar. 


¢ Pittosporum can also be grown from 
seed when itis set, but the seedlings will 
bea lottery, and seldom have the parent 
traits of the cultivar. This of course is not 
aconcern if you are simply growing the 
straight species. 
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Pittosporum tobira 

In early summer, the large, 
glossy, deep-green leaves, 
are complemented by 
scented flowers with an 
orange blossom fragrance. 
Enjoys a free root run. 

Up to 8m (but usually 
2-5m) x 3-4m. AGM. 

RHS H3, USDA 9a-10b. 


Pittosporum crassifolium 
‘Variegatum’ 

Its deep, wine-red flowers 
contrast beautifully with the 
grey-green leaves, with a 
silvery white underside and 
a gentle, yellow margin. 
Ultimately a small tree, if 
conditions are right. 

5-10m x 2-5m. RHS H3. 


Pittosporum tenuifolium 
‘Tandara Gold’ 

A heavily variegated 
cultivar with glossy leaves 
that have a buttery yellow 
variegation, central on the 
leaf, creating a pleasing 
effect. Clips well and looks 
good in containers when 
young. 3m x 1.5m. 


Pittosporum tenuifolium 
‘Oliver Twist’ 

Acultivar with dainty, small 
leaves that can be clipped, 
to great result. A warm- 
gold variegation adds a 
slight yellow hue. Can be 
left to grow into a wispy, 
free-standing shrub. 

4m x 2.5m. RHS H4. 


ANNETTE LEPPLE, MARTIN HUGHES-JONES, JO WHITWORTH, CAROLE DRAKE, RICHARD BLOOM / GAP PHOTOS; JASON INGRAM 


Pittosporum tenuifolium 
‘Golf Ball’ 

A deservedly popular 
cultivar, which makes a tidy 
hummock of fresh-green 
foliage. Juvenile leaves are 
a shade lighter than older 
foliage. A useful cultivar for 
containers, and adding 
evergreen punctuation to 

a border. 1m x 1.2m. 


> add a real evergreen backdrop 
to a garden, easily reaching small- 
tree proportions, and sometimes 
self-seeding around. 

While many of the Pittosporum 
tenuifolium cultivars are enjoyed for their 
foliage, it would be remiss not to mention 
their honey-scented flowers; for what these 
lack in size, they make up for in colour, 
many being deep maroon, or even black, 
and can be borne in rather heavy 
profusion. Their generally upright habit 
with wispy, open-growing tips, makes them a favourite with florists, 
as they can add a waft of green foil to a bouquet without dominating, 
and are much quicker growing than that other desirable evergreen, 
Danae racemosa. 

Some of the older, well-known, variegated cultivars of 
Pittosporum tenuifolium, such as ‘Silver Queer’ and ‘Garnettii’, can 
make useful, mid-size punctuations in a garden, either throughout 
a border, or to block out an undesirable view, without making it 
appear too dark - their white leaf margins produce an overall 
pale effect, without looking too ‘heavy’. 

Their ability to tolerate clipping is a very useful attribute, and 
hedges and topiary created in smaller-leaved cultivars such as 
“‘Wrinkled Blue’ and ‘Oliver Twist’, can look quite striking, but it 
is fair to note, they can still fall victim to extreme cold. At 
RHS Wisley, prolonged temperatures below -10°C caused 


Older, variegated 
cultivars of Pittosporum 
tenuifolium can make 
useful punctuations 
ina garden 
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Pittosporum tobira 
‘Nanum’ 

An excellent, compact 
alternative to the straight 
species, which forms 
exotic-looking mounds 

of foliage. Its scented 
flowers are best enjoyed 
onamore compact plant. 
60cm x 60cm. RHS H3, 
USDA 9a-10b. 


extensive damage to our Alternatives to 
Box hedging trial, and while many of the 
plants may have regenerated from older 
wood if given time to recover, we felt 
they couldn't stand up to the reputation 
of box, which isn’t damaged by a typical 
bad winter, so we boldly edited the whole 
genus out of the trial. 

In summary, the genus has a lot 
to offer from shapes, sizes, and foliage 
colours, apart from in perhaps the 
coldest of gardens, if wall protection 
is not an option. That said, in colder areas, if space can be 
found in an unheated conservatory for a single plant of 
Pittosporum tobira, trapping in the scent of the flowers in 
early spring (they will flower earlier indoors) is an scent 
experience never to be forgotten.0 


Matthew Pottage is curator at RHS Garden Wisley. 


Where to buy and see 

Architectural Plants Stane Street, North Heath, Pulborough, West 
Sussex RH20 1DJ. Tel 01798 879213, architecturalplants.com 

The Palm Centre Ham Street, Richmond, Surrey TW10 7HA. 

Tel 020 8255 6191, palmcentre.co.uk 

RHS Garden Hyde Hall Creephedge Lane, Chelmsford, 

Essex CM3 8ET. Tel 01245 402019, rhs.org.uk/gardens/hyde-hall 
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GARDEN INTERNATIONAL 


designer Jacques Wirtz that hasbeen —./% 


Gas updated by his children. 


Where Belgium. 

Size Two acres» =~ a 
Soil Improved in the top layer by the former. > 
owner growing vegetables, but Underlying \ 
acid, sandy and free draining. . 

Climate Humid in summer, rainy in winter. . 


-~Hardiness zone USDA 6.—, 4s ' ae 
i 3 > 


4 = >) 
For his own private garden near Antwerp in 
Belgium, the renowned late designer Jacques 
Wirtz used much of his trademark evergreen 
structure. However, close to the house his ~ 
wife Wilhelmina created deep borders of ~ 
perennial planting, which have been 
left in situ by the couple’s four childrens. 


The garden of the late, great landscape architect Jacques Wirtz, which 
is more than 50 years old, is now being renewed by his children 


5S CHRIS YOUNG PHO . RICHARD BLOOM 


Il gardens change, whether day to day, year by year or, if youre really lucky, 
decade by decade. But how do you deal with a garden that your notable landscape 
architect father made? And in a garden that is as iconic as it is deeply personal? 

These conundrums are what Martin Wirtz, his brother and business 
partner Peter, and their two siblings are now facing. Martin and Peter head up 
Wirtz International, the design practice founded by their late father Jacques 
Wirtz, the leading Belgian landscape architect who made us look at form and 
structure — and the spaces in between - with fresh eyes from the 1980s onwards. 
The design practice he founded has become synonymous with hedges, curved lines and a restrained 
colour palette. Think of the clean lines of Alnwick Castle's garden in Northumberland, or the much- 
photographed box balls and clipped topiary that give structure to many of its private and public gardens. 

Yet it is perhaps the private garden of Jacques and his late wife Wilhelmina that is visually and 
intrinsically connected to the public perception of the Wirtz brand. But for Martin and his siblings, it 
was simply home. “The six of us moved into the house in 1970 and it was hugely exciting, as it needed 
completely renovating and there was always something going on” 

The house and associated barn became the nucleus of the Wirtz world, with the landscape 
design and construction business working from the barns. The garden became a utility area, 
always housing plants for commercial schemes and acting as a storage facility, the plants constantly 
changing. “Growing up, I loved the connection with the firm - every season plants were different, 
always being moved around and giving the garden a different feel” 

As you would expect for a Wirtz scheme, even at home the structure was key. But not because of 
the clipped hedges. “The most important part of this garden is the cross section axis that runs down 
the garden, which gets enhanced by lawns, fruit trees, hedging and other shrubs,’ explains Martin. 


The house and gardens, which are near a local castle in Schoten, north of Antwerp, were originally 


owned by a farmer and contained plenty of overgrown or badly clipped (or nearly dead) Buxus trees. 
“When my father bought the place, he came in and when most people would have thought of getting 


rid of the box, he started clipping them and over years they made their own shapes.” Jacques’ > 
To continue turn tojpage 60 
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Above The garden is defined by two 
main axes that run perpendicular 
to each other, creating separate 
garden areas that include lawns, 
orchards and, of course, topiary. 
Here organically shaped box 
hedges draw the eye towards the 
neat geometry of the beech hedge 
beyond, while apple and pear trees 
add a naturalistic counterpoint. 


Right above A neat topiary-filled 
parterre occupies the space 
directly in front the house where 
Jacques and Wilhelmina Wirtz 
moved with their four children in 
1970. A grid of perennial beds 
surrounds the greenhouse. 


Right As in many of his designs, 
Jacques Wirtz balanced form and 
structure in his own garden. Cubes 
of box, which is heavily managed to 
ensure neither box blight nor box 
moth devastate such a key plant, sit 
alongside the geometric lines of a 
beech hedge and more organic 
clipped specimens. 
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designis all but-forgotten. For the Wirtz garden, Jacque 


children’realised-that the remedial action most needed” 3 


7 “and make iteasier'to 


tread’ the’structural lines again. 


starta garden, you put too many-plants in 
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© too quickly, 
the garden ages 


“When you 


Martin, 


says 


“but you soon realise that as 


you are ageing too. You then have to 


When taking on this challenge” ’ 


£-rof revisionand rejuvenation 
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start taking plants out: 


he recommends putting 


’ 


emotions aside and remembering that you’re preparing’ 


Ahe garden for the next generation. 


Jacques andi ‘ 
-ethe house, much of thevexisting” «~~ 
. “evergreen Structure plants and — a 
edging were in a poor. state. Some™ 
were full of holes, others severely 
‘overgrown. Jacques began pruning 
3 to revive them, clipping back 
’ hard to healthy wood, following 
. s the contours and-perfecting his 
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> followed the natural shape of the plants and over time, that innate understanding of form and 
shape clearly informed his use of topiary in the design practice. 

“He was a real gardener,’ remembers Martin. “He had fantastic knowledge and loved all plants — shrubs, 
roses, flowers and orchids. There was even a collection of them in the house’ But the Wirtzs’ garden wasnt 
all down to Jacques — Martin's mother, “a good gardener, who worked in an intense way and managed 
the garden with a firm hand” brought colour and interest through perennial planting. Still seen today, the 
perennial beds near the house were linear, in order and almost systematic, but were maintained with an 
aesthetic eye and love of cut flowers. 

So what of the garden now? After their father’s death in 2018, and their mother’s in 2022, the four 
children are determined to restore, rejuvenate and breathe new life into the garden (it’s still owned by 
the Wirtz family). “We will be going back to the original shape, with more open spaces, which means we 
have to undertake some quite drastic ‘interactions,’ says Martin. “We are really motivated as we love this 
garden — it is one of the most beautiful heritage gardens in Europe, and part of Belgian history.’ This means 
removing trees, creating more light, and being clear on what Jacques and Wilhelmina originally wanted. 

Hedging and topiary is, of course, part of the planting palette in most Wirtz schemes. In this garden, 
organic Buxus shapes are seen throughout (Martin prefers the word ‘organic rather than ‘cloud’ when 
describing the pruning), as well as beech and a few shaped yew. But what of the future of box? “We still use 
Buxus as there is no plant that can compete with the expression that box gives,” he explains. “We encourage 
our clients to spray to control blight (which is becoming less of a problem) but the moth is still an issue.” It’s 
clear that the design benefit of using box outweighs the maintenance demands for the Wirtz designers. 

Like all gardens that have been maintained for years, there comes a time when big decisions have to 
be made - and updates enacted. Not only do the sentimental and historical associations shadow potential 
decisions, but Martin and his siblings are aware of the responsibility of bringing new life to an old garden, 
one created by a hugely significant designer. “T like to think of it as making the garden younger again,’ says 
Martin. That's surely something the renowned Jacques Wirtz would have approved of. 0 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Wirtz International Landscape Architects at wirtznv.com 
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Above Many of the topiary pieces 
in the garden date back to the 
original plantings that Jacques 
either inherited or planted — the 
yew towers add form and tructure 
against the wilder shrubby and 
climber mix, with trees behind. 


Right Organic-shaped box forms 
are perhaps synonymous with 
the look and feel of the Wirtz 
design practice, but for son 
Martin, it’s more about how 

they sit and relate to the fruit 
trees above and shrubs beyond. 


GARDEN INTERNATIONAL 


Today many designers steer clear of Buxus — “it will either be the blight or the caterpillar” is acommon 
refrain — but it is integral to many of Wirtz International's schemes, and Martin has stuck with it. “We 
just haven't found another plant that can compete with the aesthetics of box,” he says. “We've tried 
Osmanthus and Ilex, but nothing betters the expression that box gives.” 

As a result, Wirtz International has a very strict spray programme using the ecological 
insecticide Conserve Garden (a product Wirtz encourages its clients to use), which helps to 
control various caterpillars, including box tree moth. “We also have a very good adviser, Didier 
Hermans, who has bred the BetterBuxus brand, which is more resistant against blight.” Martin 
believes species selection and ongoing maintenance is the future for using Buxus in gardens. 
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PEOPLE WHO’S WHO 


MATTHEW BIGGS 


Horticulture’s nicest practitioner on his journey from sweeping playgrounds to 
Gardeners Question Time via offering gardening advice to insomniacs 


WORDS ZIA ALLAWAY PORTRAIT RACHEL WARNE 


eeting Matthew Biggs, it’s easy to forget 
that you're in the company of one of 
Britain's most celebrated gardening 
broadcasters and authors. His broad 
smile, warmth and humility explain how 
he has endeared himself to a nation of 
gardeners for more than 30 years. 

Best known for his appearances on Radio 4's Gardeners’ Question 
Time and TV shows such as Channel 4’s Garden Club, Matthew has 
also worked as a toilet cleaner, jobbing gardener, television director, 
author and RHS judge. He says that this eclectic range of jobs has led 
to him “careering through life, ducking and diving to keep a roof over 
my head, and saying ‘yes’ to everything that sounded interesting or 
fun, then worrying about it afterwards” 

Born in Leicester in 1960, Matthew is one of three siblings. 
“We had a strict upbringing,” he says. “But my father regularly 
took the family on country walks and 
helped to inspire my interest in plants. 
He loved the open air, the beauty of 
nature, and of art, which has been my 
other life-long passion.” 

After leaving school at 16 with 
a handful of O levels, he worked as a 
clerk for Leicester City Council before 
the lure of gardening took him ina 
different direction. “I went to the careers 
office and looked up jobs in horticulture. 
There weren't many opportunities, to 
be honest, but I signed on for a course 
in Ornamental Horticulture at Pershore 
College. However, I needed practical 
experience, so before going to college, 

I worked as a gardener at the local parks 
department for a year, which mainly 
involved sweeping playgrounds and 
cleaning toilets.” 

On graduating from Pershore, Matthew found it difficult to get a 
job. “I have mild cerebral palsy and a weakness on my left side causes 
me to limp, which probably put people off in those less-enlightened 
times.’ Undeterred, he went back to work for the council before 
applying for a diploma course at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, 
where he won a prize for the Best Student Lecture and another for his 
thesis on Plants in Medicine. After his studies, he worked at Kew as a 
visitors guide and staff training officer. During this time, he admits to 
locking himself in Kew’s Economic Botany Collection so that he had 
the place to himself, and spent many happy hours delving into Kew’s 
unique collections and amassing the encyclopaedic knowledge for 
which fans of Gardeners’ Question Time know and love him. 

In the following years, Matthew set up a garden maintenance 
business, which he ran from the back of his old Mini. Then, one 
day, a friend asked if he would stand in as a presenter on a 
gardening phone-in show for LBC Radio. He said yes, thinking 
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MY MOTTOITS 
“THE BAD MAKES 
THE GOOD 
BETTER BECAUSE 
YOU ONLY 
APPRECIATE 
THINGS BY 
CONTRAST 


hed be answering calls from two to three in the afternoon, but the 
programme actually went out between two and three oclock in 
the morning. “I worked on the show for 14 years,” he says. 
“Among our loyal night-time listeners was Sven from Hampstead, 
who turned out to be the comedy legend Peter Cook” 

His guest slots on LBC opened up other media opportunities, 
including co-presenting Garden Club and directing Grass Roots 
for ITV. He was also asked to become a panellist on Gardeners’ 
Question Time and has now been helping listeners with their 
horticultural problems for almost 20 years. 

Alongside his broadcasting career, Matthew also lectures widely 
on horticulture-related subjects, contributes regularly to national 
gardening publications and has written 18 books. Always on the 
look-out for stories about people and plants, he has written about 
the lives of the great and the good, from the Orchid King — the 
eminent German-born, Herefordshire nurseryman Henry 
Frederick Conrad Sander — to ordinary 
people who simply share his 
love of gardening. 

This year, he published his first book 
for children, A Home for Every Plant, 
which tells the fascinating tales of 
how plants survive in their habitats, 
enthusing his young readers with the 
botanical treasures found on our 
precious planet. He was also thrilled to 
work as consultant editor on another 
new book, Garden: Exploring the 
Horticultural World. “I enjoy beauty 
in all its forms and this book brings 
together different types of art - from a 
painting of the Garden of Eden to a pair 
of limited-edition Nike sneakers — that 
take the reader on a journey through the 
history of gardening and horticulture” 

More recently, he has faced new 
challenges following a cancer diagnosis, but he’s being supported 
through this by his wife Gill and adult children Jessica, Henry 
and Chloe. Even during the darkest times, he says, he’s found 
solace in gardening. “My motto is “The bad makes the good better’ 
because you only appreciate things by contrast.” 

Matthew’s perfect day would be with plant-loving gardening 
friends, in a plant-filled location, discussing and exchanging views, 
learning and laughing. He says hes “just an ordinary bloke’; but it's 
clear to anyone and everyone who meets him, and experiences his 
kindness and generosity, that he is anything but. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

A Home for Every Plant: Wonders of the Botanical World by Matthew 
Biggs, with illustrations by artist Lucila Perini, and Garden: Exploring 
the Horticultural World with an introduction by Matthew are both 
published by Phaidon and available now. 


COUNT YOUR 
BLESSINGS 


There is a biodiversity loss crisis, but research into the wildlife 
found in gardens has made it clear just how important these spaces are 
as habitat. Discover how much you can learn, and gain, by identifying 

and documenting what you find beyond your back door 


WORDS LIZ POTTER 


When Great Dixter in East Sussex 
carried out its two-year biodiversity 
audit in 2017-19, head gardenetgg nee 
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hen it comes to our garden wildlife, it’s 

important to know what's what. It’s a sad 

truth that people are effectively blind to 

the critters they can't identify. Even the 

big insects can be confusing for some: we 

might think we all know what a wasp looks 
like, but often honey bees have been mistaken for wasps and the 
pest controller called rather than a local apiarist. 

Fortunately, in this digital age of smartphone apps, image 
recognition software and online ID guides, it’s never been easier to 
tell different species apart. “Knowing what things are is essential, and 
naming them is the first step,” says ecologist Dr Mike Wells, director 
of Biodiversity by Design. “If you don't know it’s a stag beetle, you're 
not going to be able to discover all the wonders of the thing” 

Since 1970, much of Britain’s biodiversity has tumbled off a cliff, 
with 41 per cent of UK plant and animal species in decline. Once- 
common garden creatures now appear on lists of conservation 
concern: hedgehogs, red squirrels (since the Victorians introduced 
the grey); house martins, mistle thrushes, swifts and greenfinches; at 
least six of our 18 native bat species; and half of our butterflies. 

Monitoring this gloomy picture has become a national obsession. 
Every year, thousands of ‘citizen scientists’ take part in Buglife’s Bugs 
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Matter survey — a grisly splatter-count of insects brought to rest on 
car number plates. There are audits of the living, too: the Big Butterfly 
Count; the UK Ladybird Survey; BeeWalk; the UK Pollinator 
Monitoring Scheme; the Big Hedgehog Map; and the Great Stag 
[beetle] Hunt among them. The RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch is the 
largest of them all, attracting some 540,000 volunteers this year. 
“These days there’ a feeling that theres not much we can do, which 
leads to a sense of despair; says Mike. “But data we collect locally can 
be sent to contribute to national databases to reveal trends across large 
areas, and by making an inventory of our garden wildlife, learning 
our patch and studying our gardens, we begin to see everything with 
fresh eyes. Doing this helps cure something called ‘locational autism’ 
- defined as knowing where we are, but not knowing where that is. As 
humans, our sense of place affects us deeply and psychologically. So, 
beyond the science, beyond the knowledge of biodiversity, there's one 
good reason to study your garden and the creatures within it” 


Why do a biodiversity audit? 


Monitoring garden wildlife isn’t just about measuring its decline; 
you can also gauge the positive impact of environmental activities, 
such as adding a wildlife pond, building a bug hotel or pursuing [> 
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> No-Mow May. At Great Dixter in East Sussex, ecologist Andy 
Phillips led a two-year audit (2017-2019) to assess a range of 
wildlife-friendly interventions, from turf roofs and bug hotels to new 
meadow-mowing regimes. “Our efforts had seemed fragmented and 
incomplete,” says head gardener Fergus Garrett, who commissioned 
the study. “Dabbling in a few things here and there didn't give us a 
handle on the overall picture. Biodiversity isn’t just about a few select 
species, but an integrated world with all parts impacting on each 
other. No one was considering spiders, beetles, ants, hoverflies, flies, 
lichens, mosses and liverworts. We needed a comprehensive study to 
understand everything — then target our management appropriately.’ 
And the audit paid off. Among the 2,029 species recorded at 
Dixter were two nationally endangered mining bee species, the 
white-bellied mining bee Andrena gravida and oak-mining bee 
Andrena ferox, as well as the amazing purple emperor butterfly 
Apatura iris, which declined in much of the UK over the 20th century. 
While some audits provide a one-off snapshot, others chart 
changes over time. At Knepp Castle Estate in West Sussex, 
comparison surveys have been made every year since rewilding 
began in 2001. More recently, the walled garden, designed by Tom 
Stuart-Smith with James Hitchmough, has been subject to some 
key baseline studies. “We've looked at the invertebrates, birds and 


butterflies using transects,’ says head gardener Charlie Harpur. 
“These are fixed stations on a survey route through the garden. 
We've also taken soil profiles for analysis and used a microscope to 
survey the microfauna — bacteria, fungi, protozoa, amoeba, ciliates, 
flagellates and so on. We aim to return to the same sample locations 
year on year, to see how our soil biome changes.” 


Creating valuable habitats 


Inspired by the Dixter findings, landscape designer Dan Pearson 
and his partner Huw Morgan commissioned an audit of Hillside, 
their 20-acre smallholding and garden near Bath, in 2022. “The 
broad findings were that our improved sheep pasture is the least 
valuable for wildlife, while the managed native meadows are some 
of the most valuable habitats and are home to the nationally rare 
large scabious mining bee, Andrena hattorfiana, says Huw. “We 
also have a wet ditch with constant clean water flow that supports 
a very wide range of invertebrates. 

“Encouragingly for us as garden designers, two nationally 
scarce and quite locally distributed species of insect — the large 
yellow-faced bee (Hylaeus signatus) and the ruby-tailed wasp > 


To continue turn tolpage 7] 


Weve taken soil profiles for analysis and 
aim to return to the same sample locations year 


on year, to see how our soil 


iome changes 


Charlie Harpur, 


HEAD GARDENER, KNEPP WALLED GARDEN 


This image Bees may get most of the 

pollinating credit but wasps are also 

vital for a healthy garden. They too 

carry pollen from plant to plant, and 

also help gardeners by feeding their 

grubs on caterpillars and other 

. insects that damage plants. Some, 
ui such as the ruby-tailed wasp, which 
was recently found at Dan Pearson’s 
a _™ Hillside garden, are beautiful too. 


_ Left The Rewilded Garden at Knepp 
was recently redesigned and planted 
by Tom Stuart-Smith and James 
Hitchmough. The team is 

constantly monitoring biodiversity 

in myriad ways to gauge if and 

how the redesign and new 

methods of management are 
increasing biodiversity. 
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We have only sixnative reptiles, =: * 


seven native amphibians, about. ~~ 
18 bats, around 40 mammals and ‘ 


around.60 species of butterfly 
Mike Wells 


ECOLOGIST 


aoe This image Landscape architect 


creating a diversity of habitats in her 
own home garden to attract wildlife 


SS ry : and.is having her awn biodiversity 


ae Hh hh audit done, with visits every month 
. by Andy Phillips, Great Dixter’s 
ecologist. Find out more on her\ 
@pisode inthe new series of Talking 
Gardens = search wherever you 

get your podcasts. 


» Right Adding,a pond or water feature 

is,one of the best ways to increase 

Pa biodiversity in your garden, as they 

attractinsects such as this broad 

bodied’ chaser dragonfly (Libellula 

: ~\.depressa) as well as birds, 
>. amphibians and mammals. 


Marian-Boswall Has been consciously * 


JASON INGRAM 


“4 ti 


in at-home biodiversity 2 


wn garden’s biodiversity, 
ake the audit easier. Start 
e — birds, perhaps. The Big 
aside an hour to count only 
tching from a window. Just 
you see at any one time, just ide 
imple, if you saw a group hoverflie 
he hour you saw two For grou 
ul be four, not six. The RSPB 
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Useful kit 


* Heterodyne Bat Detector This contains a microphone that can 
pick up ultrasonic bat calls, which the detector then converts into 
an audible output. 


¢ Wildlife or ‘trail’ camera This uses an infrared sensor to pick up 
movement that triggers the camera to take and store photographs 
or videos automatically. Night recording is possible using infrared 
LEDs. They can be powered by rechargeable batteries, and 
controlled via a smartphone app. 


¢ Moth trap This involves using a bright light with emissions in the 
UV part of the spectrum illuminating a white sheet to lure in the 
moths at dusk. Identify and, if you like, count them, but be careful 
not to harm them. 


* Soil tests Simple soil test kits are available from most good garden 
centres and online garden retailers. 


? 


This image Loss of ancient 
woodlands saw a rapid decline in 
numbers of purple emperor 
butterflies throughout the 20th 
century. Still found in small 
numbers, mainly in oak woodland 
in southern England, but also in 
gardens such as Great Dixter, the 
butterfly seems to be expanding 
its range again, even into 
suburban areas. 


Right In the biodiversity audit 
commissioned last year, Dan 
Pearson and Huw Morgan found 
that while the meadows and 
wider landscape supported 

a range of creatures, the flower 
gardens were valuable too. They 
are currently adding a pond to 
boost biodiversity further. 


@ ROBERT THOMPSON / NATUREPL.COM 
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> (Chrysura radians) - were only found in our ornamental flower 
garden, where almost all the plants are non-native.” 

An audit is a big undertaking usually managed by professional 
ecologists and typically done on a larger site than a domestic garden, 
but gardeners can gain a deeper understanding of their plots and the 
habitats they offer by observing and documenting the wildlife they 
see in their lawns, beds, hedges and walls. 


How to identify garden wildlife 


Ecologist Mike Wells led the survey at Hillside, and has some good 
advice if you're tempted to audit your own garden. “Wading through a 
load of identification books can be overwhelming. Instead, start with 
the books that feed your enthusiasm: Michael Chinery writes about 
all the wildlife of the garden, so you can see what might interest you. 
“You'll also need a good, high-resolution smartphone camera so 
you can submit photographs to specialist websites and groups on 
social media, where experts will be happy to identify things for you. 
Or join your local natural history group or Wildlife Trust. There 
are lots of useful smartphone apps to identify things and they're 
improving all the time.” A close-focusing lens (or loupe) and a pair 
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of close-focusing binoculars are helpful too. Keep a detailed list or 
spreadsheet of your findings. “Some groups of British wildlife are 
not too diverse to get your head around, he says. “For example, 

we have only six native reptiles, seven native amphibians, about 18 
bats, around 40 mammals and around 60 species of butterfly. Only 
a fraction of the UK’s 600-plus bird species will visit your garden, 
and there are plenty of keen birders who can help. The real challenge 
comes with the creepy crawlies — 6,000-odd species of invertebrates 
have been recorded in the UK. It’s a bit annoying that the most 
important faunal group, from a biodiversity point of view, is also 
the most challenging” 

The secret is to build a network of knowledgeable friends you can 
ask for help. “There's no way you could learn to identify more than a 
tiny percentage of the species on our planet,’ says Mike. “It's not about 
having perfect knowledge or ticking them off on a list. Knowing 
what's in your garden, and being able to name it, goes far deeper. 
Whatever helps us understand our place in the world and helps us 
connect with nature is undoubtedly good. It’s incredibly joyful? o 


To read more about the results of Great Dixter's biodiversity 
audit, head to gardensillustrated.com/greatdixteraudit 


Our improved sheep pasture is the least valuable 
for wildlife, while the managed native meadows 
are some of the most valuable habitats 


Huw Morgan, 
DAN PEARSON STUDIO 
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Clumps of sepia-coloured grasses, 
including Pennisetum alopecuroides fi 
._ »viridescens and Panicum virgattim, Dallas me * 
» Blues’ and frosted seedheads of perennials a 
‘such as Eurybia x herveyi, Betonica officinalis 
' ‘Hummelo’ and Echinacea purpurea ‘Alba’ ; 
» tumble over narrow grass paths in Angelika 
and Peter Funke’s garden. The striking 
collection of bee nesting boxes was inspired 
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GARDEN INTERNATIONAL 


arden enthusiasts Angelika and Peter Funke 
have created a garden of exquisite beauty that 
belies their lack of formal training. Both admit 
that gardening is simply a hobby and that all 
they've learned has been through books, visits 
and trial and error. Looking at the couples 
plot, it's no surprise to learn that they have 
drawn inspiration from some classic gardens 
of the New Perennial movement: the Oudolf Field at Hauser & Wirth 
Somerset, Sussex Prairie Garden and Le Jardin Plume in Normandy. 
The Funkes describe their garden as a staudenwiese or perennial 
meadow - another obvious clue to their stylistic leaning. 

Like Piet Oudolf, Angelika and Peter take their cue from the 
natural world. “We want to use grasses and perennials to create an 
intense meadow experience — similar to the dynamic and natural 
look of a wild meadow with insects buzzing around everywhere” 

In 2018, the couple started planting on a large plot of arable 
land surrounding their home, around 25 miles east of the southern 
German city of Stuttgart. Each year, they planned several beds. 
The latest dates from spring 2022 and already looks mature. 
Everything blends seamlessly with the surrounding orchards and 
the gentle hills that characterise this part of the Swabian Alps. 

The garden is now home to 40 different grasses and 
200 perennials — more than 5,000 individual plants. It’s a rich, 


Throughout most of their beds, 
Angelika and Peter repeat a simple 
basic structure that combines 
» ornamental grasses with a variety of.» 
| . “perennials that bloomiin succession 
i; al throughout the year. However, here 
{ovon the edge ofthe garden, where it 
, meets the surrounding meadows, ¢ 
the couple have created a wildflower 
iM be Theadow using native plants, such as 4 i A 
‘> Daucus.carota, to create a transition 
‘ps i _to the fields beyond. 
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tapestry-like experience designed to offer something different but 
equally as beguiling in every season, even winter. The plants work 
hard to earn their place in this year-long spectacle. 

Not only must they look good, they also have to withstand 
unforgiving conditions. “In summer, the garden is very sunny and 
can be dry for weeks. In winter, it's very humid,’ explains Peter. “We 
look for plants that are stable and robust and avoid any perennials 
that are prone to slugs. They have to be insect friendly, too” 

The basic structure of each bed is surprisingly simple. It 
relies on two main grasses, covering about a third of the area, 
through which are interlaced perennials that bloom in succession. 
“Tt's best to have only three to five perennials flowering at one 
time. The colours, shapes and heights over the course of the 
year must correspond to our imagination. Each of us follows 
a slightly different approach.” While Angelika likes to combine 
plants in groups or drifts, Peter veers towards a more irregular, 
seemingly haphazard approach. What both have in common is 
a finely tuned eye for colour and shape, and a solid knowledge 
of plants. “The plants must be able to coexist without constant 
care. Combinations don't work if one or two plants displace 
and dominate all the others.” 

This also helps keep maintenance to a minimum. “In early 
spring, we cut everything back to just above the ground. Clumps 
that are too large are reduced and weeds and perennial seedlings > 
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8 top plants for seedheads 


1 Molinia caerulea subsp. arundinacea ‘Transparent’ A tall Molinia species that 
Angelika and Peter love for its “loose flower spikes that move gracefully in the wind” 
Height and spread: 1.8m x 60cm. AGM*. RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 

2 Liatris spicata A great insect magnet that boasts purple bottle-brush 
flowers from July to September but remains neat and textured throughout 
winter. 1.5m x 45cm. RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 

3 Eryngium yuccifolium Produces small, greenish-white, cone-shaped flowers on 
branching stems between July and September. Keeps its elegant silhouette but 
needs protection from excessive winter wet. 1.2m x 60cm. RHS H4, USDA 3a-8b. 
4 Helianthus ‘Lemon Queen’ The perennial sunflower has masses of 
cheerful pale-yellow flowers in August and September. After flowering, 
its well-defined silhouette of cones, stems and leaves creates a focal 
point in the meadows. 2m x 1.2m. AGM. RHS H4. 

5 Echinacea purpurea ‘Alba’ Hardy and easy-to-grow, its near-black cones 
are a striking decoration among the light-beige grasses in the garden. 
90cm x 50cm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-8b. 

6 Achillea ‘Credo’ Bright-yellow flowers fade to shades of light yellow to white. 
Not always long-lived and needs good drainage. 1.2m x 50cm. AGM. RHS H7. 

7 Monarda ‘On Parade’ Bright-purple flowers above dark-red bracts from June to 
August followed by spherical, brown inflorescences. 80cm x 60cm. RHS H4. 

8 Sesleria autumnalis A useful grass that brings a feel of fresh greenery 
to beds and is easy to combine with many perennials. From August cream- 
coloured flower spikes appear and the grass holds its shape and colour for 
a long time in winter. lm x 60cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 
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It's far from a monochrome picture. 
There are golds and silvers, russets 
and browns - all stunningly lit by 

the raking winter sun 
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‘Grasses | playja key structural role, | 
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> are removed. In late spring we go through the beds again and 
remove any newly sprouted weeds.” 

The biggest bed —- known as the Scapino Meadow - covers 200 
square metres and features a mix of 68.9 per cent perennials, 30 per 
cent grasses and 1.1 per cent bulbs. The two structuring grasses are 
Achnatherum calamagrostis and Deschampsia cespitosa ‘Goldtau. 
Every half season produces a renewed display, starting with the fresh 
greens of Euphorbia palustris “Walenburg’s Glorie’ in spring. Early 
summer sees flecks of blue, red and yellow with Geranium ‘Brookside, 
Silene chalcedonica and Phlomis russeliana. By midsummer, the 
golden grasses ripple among waves of Echinacea purpurea ‘Alba. 

Late summer brings lavender-blue clouds of Eurybia x herveyi 
enhanced by jewel-like splashes of Sanguisorba ‘Scapino and Succia 
pratensis. In autumn, the euphorbia stems turn a fiery red, creating 
the perfect counterpoint to sprays of Symphyotrichum ‘Pink Star. 

In winter, “the inflorescences are still beautiful? and it’s far from a 
monochrome picture. There are golds and silvers, russets and browns, 
purples and even greens — all stunningly lit by the raking winter sun. 
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Frost brings a cast of shapes — spikes, cones, plumes, umbels and 
more — into brilliant focus. 

More than a series of mesmerising seasonal pictures, the Funkes’ 
garden is a nature-rich habitat. “Before there were only a few insects 
on the land. Now the meadows are bee and butterfly pastures. The 
variety of perennials provides pollinators with food from spring to late 
autumn, and numerous birds feed on the seed stalks in winter” 

Peter and Angelika are so devoted to welcoming pollinators and 
other creatures that they have populated the garden with nests made 
from dead wood, bamboo, reeds and straw. One of their creations was 
inspired by a model designed by Nigel Dunnett that they saw at the 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show in 2009. As the Funkes are keen to point 
out, “Nature conservation begins in your garden” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Garten Funke, FabrikstraBe 9/1, 73275 Ohmden, 
Germany. Web staudenwiese.de Open Sundays 10am-6pm. 
Garden tours by appointment. 


Flavour of 
the seasons 


Smallholder and former chef Julius Roberts 
suggests three easy, warming recipes for 
a winter feast with seasonal produce 


PHOTOGRAPHS ELENA HEATHERWICK 
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Dorset smallholding with just Some 

N of his flock of Hebridean sheep. 
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RECIPES WINTER 


This is simple home 
cooking, made froma 
place of love, not only for 
the people eating it, but 
for the land it came from 


inter is the price you pay for living in the countryside. 
It is a starkly beautiful season, Mother Nature laid bare 
for all to see. Still and peaceful, yet wild and ruthless. 
Sharp heavy frosts blanket the land in a quiet fog 
broken only by the bones of trees. Unrelenting rain 
and impenetrable clouds steal the sun for weeks. 
We work outside, battling penetrating wind with 

rosy cheeks, dragon breath and fingers so stiff with cold they hurt. The long, 

quiet nights come with iron skies and haunting moons. 

It is a time for self-reflection and hearty cooking. A time for slowing down and 
taking stock. Inside, the fire is always crackling and the windows shimmer with 
mist. Boots live by the warmth of the stove, socks hang from the rail above and 
bums press against oven doors while we chat away in the peaceful kitchen. 

The kitchen has always been the heart of our home, where we talk, argue, 
discuss and deliberate. Home to dogs, sickly chickens, endless washing drying 
by the stove, goats that need bottle-feeding and wet lambs in need of warmth. 
Every corner is piled high with books, plants and an ever-growing collection of 
plates. It's where | spend my days and nights, pots bubbling away and pans 
sizzling, leaving behind a trail of mess and destruction that often has me in trouble. 

But is there a better way to show your love for someone? The simple act of bringing 
a pot to the table that you've poured your heart into. Bowls passed round, bread 
torn and buttered. The collective pleasure after that first mouthful and the hum of 
conversation spurred on by good, simple food. Cooking is what makes us human. 

And this is simple home cooking, made from a place of love, not only for the 
people eating it, but for the land it came from. Quick dishes made in an instant 
while kid goats climb the kitchen table and nibble at the wallpaper. Steaming 
bowls of soup and broth brought out to the garden while we dig the veg patch 
and discover the richness of the soil that feeds us through the year. These are 
recipes made with muddy fingernails and much to do. 


Turn the page for three delicious seasonal recipes from Julius Roberts > 
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Potato, pancetta and Taleggio galette 


SERVES 6 


Imagine if dauphinoise and tartiflette had a 
baby and it arrived in the form of a tart. This 
galette is just that. It gets slowly cooked in 
the oven until the cheese and pancetta melt 
and meld with the tender potatoes. Served 
hot with a crisp and zingy salad, it will send 
a revered hush around the table as you all 
dig in. It’s also a tart that is unusually good 
cold, so even if it’s just a few of you, make 


INGREDIENTS 
For the filling * bunch of fresh thyme, 
+ 800g waxy potatoes leaves picked 
+ 2 large brown onions, + 150-200g Taleggio, 
finely sliced thinly sliced 
+ 50g butter + 150g thinly sliced pancetta 


+ 2tbsp olive oil 
* 1clove of garlic, finely grated 
+ 3tbsp créme fraiche 


*legg, beaten 


* sea salt 


*1tsp fennel seeds 


the full tart and enjoy the remaining slices 
for breakfast, as we often do. 

The pastry recipe was passed on to me 
by the ever-inspiring Lloyd Morse of the 
Palmerston in Edinburgh. It is flaky, buttery 
and biscuity, with a lovely texture and 
gentle flavour from the cider vinegar. 
| use a stand mixer but you can also 
make this by hand in a large bowl. 


For the galette pastry 

* 270g plain flour 

+ 170g butter, diced small 
and put in the freezer 

+15ml apple cider vinegar 

*60ml cold water 

*legg, beaten 


METHOD 

Peel the potatoes and slice very thinly with a 
mandolin. Place in a colander and give them 

a rinse under the tap to wash away the excess 
starch, then leave to drain. 

Put the onions, butter and half the olive oil 
into a pan on a medium heat, season well with 
salt and cook slowly until they are sweet and 
tender, but be careful they don’t brown. When 
ready, after 10-15 minutes, set aside to cool. 

To make the pastry, in a stand mixer 
with the paddle attachment, add the flour, 
two-thirds of the cold butter and a generous 
pinch of salt. Turn on and mix until the flour is 
beginning to look like breadcrumbs. Then add 
the remaining butter and mix until the mixture 
looks like breadcrumbs, but with chunks of 
butter throughout; this is what makes it flaky 
later on. At this point, add the vinegar and half 
the water and mix briefly to combine. 

Now turn the mixer off and push the pastry 
down against the bowl to see if it comes 
together as one; if it doesn't, it may need a 
splash more water. When you feel the mixture 
is cohesive enough, bring the dough together 
by pressing it (rather than kneading, which 
results in a tough pastry) into a disk about 
7cm high, then wrap in baking parchment 
and allow to rest in the fridge for half an hour. 

Once the potatoes are dry, transfer to 
a bowl along with the onions, garlic, creme 
fraiche, thyme, remaining olive oil, salt and 
pepper. Mix well by hand, separating out the 
slices and working the créme fraiche into 
every cranny. Preheat the oven to 220°C fan. 

Roll out the pastry ona sheet of baking 
parchment with a little flour to stop it sticking. 
By rolling away from you and turning the 
pastry ever so slightly with each roll, you 
should get an even thickness all round. You're 
looking for a wide disk about 4-5mm thick. 
Carefully pull the parchment and pastry on 
to a sufficiently large tray. 

Leaving a 6-8cm border around the edge 
that you can fold over later, start neatly piling 
on the potato mix. Once you have an even 
layer, follow with roughly a quarter of the 
Taleggio and pancetta, then add another layer 
of potatoes. Repeat until you've used most, if 
not all, of the potatoes, making sure it has 
cohered together and the top is even. 

Finish with a few slices of Taleggio, then 
fold over the edges of the galette, creasing 
them together with your fingers so they hold. 
Brush the beaten egg over the pastry and 
sprinkle over fennel seeds and alittle sea salt. 

Place in the oven and bake for 10 minutes, 
then turn the heat down to 180°C fan and 
cook for 50 minutes-1 hour, until the potatoes 
are properly tender when skewered with a 
knife. Remove from the oven and leave to 
cool for five minutes, then slice and enjoy. 


INGREDIENTS 

+ 500g Italian sausages 

* 3 cloves of garlic 

* 2 celery sticks 

* 2 brown onions 

+ 3tbsp olive oil 

* generous pinch of chilli flakes, for 
warmth, not prickly heat 

* afew sprigs of rosemary 

(sage or thyme also work) 

* 2 bay leaves 

+ 1 stick of cinnamon 

* small glass of Madeira, sweetish 
sherry, beer or white wine 

* 2 plum tomatoes from atin 

* 1x 700g jar of white beans 

(or 2 x 400g tins — | like to use 
1cannellini and 1 butter bean) 

+ 750ml chicken stock 

+ 250g Swiss chard or cavolo nero 


Serves 4-5 


This is a dish | often find myself yearning for 
ona long, dark evening. It sits somewhere 
between a soup and a stew. As the beans 
cook, they relax into the unctuous broth, 
studded with rosemary, chilli and cinnamon 
for a soothing warmth. If you can find Italian 
sausages, they have a coarser texture and 
pleasing richness, but a quality British banger 
will do the trick too. We eat this on our knees 
by the fire with rain lashing against the 
windows. All it needs is a hunk of bread with 
butter thick enough to leave teeth marks. 


METHOD 

Start by slicing the skin of the sausages so 
you can remove the meat. Then roughly break 
into small meatball-sized pieces. Finely slice 
the garlic, celery and onions. 

Get a large heavy-based pan hot, drizzle in 
the olive oil and, once warm, add the sausage. 
Fry for a few minutes to release the fat and get 
some colour on the meat. Then turn the heat 
right down and add the garlic, chilli flakes, 
rosemary, bay leaves and cinnamon. Don't let 
the garlic take on any colour — this stage is 
about slowly infusing flavour into the oil, so 
you want a low heat and a gentle sizzle. 

When ready, pour in the Madeira to 
deglaze the pan — you can do this early, to 
cool down the pan if your garlic is beginning 
to colour. With a wooden spoon, scrape up 
all the goodness from the bottom of the 
pan, then add the onions and celery, and 


crush in the tomatoes. Season generously, 
mix well and cook on a gentle heat for 
10-12 minutes, until the onions are sweet 
and wonderfully softened. 

Add the beans and pour in the stock. 
Bring to a gentle simmer, then cook for about 
20-30 minutes, until the broth thickens and 
the flavours come together. Strip the stalks 
from the Swiss chard and chop into 2cm 
pieces. Add them to the broth and simmer 
for a few minutes, then add the leaves and 
stir through. Put the lid on, turn off the heat 
and leave for five minutes. 

When ready, remove the lid and have a 
taste. You might want to add a touch more 
chilli flakes if the warmth isn't quite there, and 
more Salt if the broth isn't rich enough. Pour 
generously into bowls and serve with thick 
slices of lavishly buttered bread for dunking. 
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Makes 8 slices 


| love a good cake and this is just that. 
Juicy, moist and wonderfully light, but 
most importantly, not too sweet. It sings 
with warm flavours from the spices, while 
the walnuts provide an earthy and 
satisfying crunch. 


All it needs is a spoon of creme fraiche and 
you will be happy as can be. | find this cake 
lasts a good few days, especially if you keep 
it covered. Just gently warm any leftover 
slices in a low 140°C fan oven before you 
tuck in, which brings it back to life. 


INGREDIENTS 
For the caramelised For the cake * Atsp baking powder 
pear topping + 200g butter, softened + 5g sea salt 
* 6 ripe pears * 200g caster sugar « ltsp ground cinnamon 
+ 50g butter *4eges * 100g sour cream 
+ 80g soft brown sugar + seeds from 5 cardamom pods 
+ juice of 1 lemon *3 cloves For serving 
* 100g walnuts * creme fraiche or double cream 


* 200g self-raising flour 


METHOD 

Start by peeling the pears, then cut into 
quarters lengthways and remove the cores 
with a sharp knife. Place a wide frying pan on 
a medium heat and add the butter. When it 
begins to melt, add the pears, cut side down, 
then sprinkle the soft brown sugar over the 
top and shimmy the pan, using the weight of 
the pears to mix the sugar into the butter. 
Squeeze in the lemon juice and cook down for 
8-10 minutes, until the pears have softened 
and the butter and sugar have become an 
amber-coloured caramel. 

Remove the pears and arrange cut side 
up, fat side out in a Yin cake tin (you may not 
need all of them). Ideally, don't use a 
springform tin, as the small gap allows the 
caramel to trickle out. But if you have to, 
use some baking parchment to create a seal 
(if possible, you want the cake touching the 
metal sides as this creates a lovely crust). 

Leave the caramel bubbling on alow 
heat to reduce further until it is properly 
thick, then pour over the pears. Preheat 
your oven to 180°C fan. 

For the cake, you can either mix with an 
electric whisk or use a stand mixer. Place the 
softened butter in a large bowl and add the 
sugar. Whisk until the butter is pale and fluffy, 
scraping down the sides a few times to make 
sure it is evenly incorporated. With the mixer 
running, add the eggs one at a time, making 
sure each one is thoroughly mixed before 
adding the next, or the butter may split. 

Grind the cardamom seeds and cloves ina 
pestle and mortar, then pour into a bowl. Bash 
the walnuts in the pestle and mortar, or crush 
them in a folded tea towel using a rolling pin. 
You want to keep a chunky texture. Mix the 
flour with the baking powder to ensure it’s 
evenly distributed. Sift, then add to the butter 
with the salt, cinnamon, ground spices and 
walnuts. Mix these dry ingredients into the 
batter, then stir through the sour cream. 

Pour the cake batter over the pears and 
lightly even out the top. Now, remembering 
that all ovens are different, place in the middle 
shelf for up to an hour, until the cake is set. 

After around 30 minutes, | turn the heat 
down to 160°C fan to make sure the top 
doesn't get too dark. Keep an eye, but don’t 
open the door or you risk the cake deflating. 
After about 50 minutes, give the cake a jiggle 
— ifthe middle is at all wobbly it’s not cooked 
yet. To test, insert a skewer into the middle, 
and when it comes out clean, it’s ready. 

At this point, remove from the oven and 
leave to sit for 15 minutes, then place a 
chopping board gently on top of the cake. 
Flip the cake and board, then remove the 
tin and you should have a beautifully risen 
cake with juicy caramelised pears on top. 


RECIPES WINTER 


Winter is the price you pay for living in 
the countryside. It is a time for self-reflection 
and hearty cooking. A time for slowing 
down and taking stock 


FIND OUT MORE Shed. sot Rai ot. oe we 
This is an edited extract . , 

from the book The Farm 5 ~* 

Table by Julius Roberts, ~» te Se SS 


with photographs by Elena 
Heatherwick, which 

iS published by Ebury 
Press, priced £27. 
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The greatest love begins with a little spark. 
Ignite the fire within. 


leaston Electric Stove 
Shown in inglenook 


Charlton & Jenrick” 


Best of British fires, fireplaces & stoves 


OF eC 
fe 4 2 01952 200 444 | marketing@charttonandjenrick.co.uk | www.charltonandjenrick.co.uk HOGS 
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News, garden design insight and sourcebook 
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Lessons in regeneration 


Copenhagen Botanical Gardens’ 100-year-old propagation greenhouses have been saved from 
demolition and transformed into a new events and educational space by architecture studio Forma. 
The greenhouses were rescued and carefully dismantled before being reassembled to create 

a classroom at Banegaarden, a new green food and sustainable cultural destination in the west 

of the Danish capital. Vaeksthuset (which means greenhouse) includes learning spaces for children 
and adults, for inspiring and passing down climate-focused knowledge of reduction, regeneration and 
resilience. Find out more about the project at formastudio.dk 
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DESIGN INSIGHT 


«> SCULPTING THE 
LANDSCAPE 


Charlotte Rowe's elegant design for a country 
garden in Hampshire fuses modern and 
traditional styles and captures the Zeitgeist 
for naturalism with a contemporary edge 


WORDS ZIA ALLAWAY PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 


The brief 


Wrapping around a traditional 19th-century, brick-and-flint 
farmhouse, this two-acre garden affords beautiful views 
over rolling Hampshire countryside. It belongs to a couple 
with three young children, who bought the property as 

a weekend retreat and asked Charlotte Rowe to redesign 
the garden to better suit the family’s needs. 

When Charlotte and her design director Tomoko Kawauchi 
first visited the site, it comprised a series of brick terraces 
close to the house, with lawns sloping down to an orchard and a 
natural pond. “The brief included a new swimming pool, dining 
area and space to relax,” explains Charlotte, “and because we'd 
also worked for the clients before and gained their trust, they 
gave us the freedom to create a design we thought would work. 

“After assessing the site, we agreed that the orchard, pond 
and wildlife sanctuary on the south and western edges of the 
garden would be left almost untouched, while the terraces and 
planting around the house were to be completely redesigned.” 


The design 


“Our main focus was reworking the areas close the house, 
while adding some extra planting to the pond area and 

sowing a meadow on the lower slopes around the orchard to 
add further interest. We also took out a few jarring fir trees that 
were blocking the views of the countryside,” says Charlotte. 

They made a conscious decision not to break up the site 
into ‘rooms’, apart from an enclosed productive plot. This more 
open design allows free-flowing movement from the house to 
the pool, and then down the slope to the mown paths that cut 
through the meadow and orchard to the pond. “The design 
maximises the views of the surrounding farmland and creates 
space for the children to run about and explore.” 

The main living areas are close to the house for convenience, 
with a dining terrace just outside the kitchen, and the sun terrace 
— amore formal south-facing seating area for relaxing and 
entertaining — outside the drawing room. Leading on from this 
is the pool, a small productive garden and a winter garden. 

Turn the page for more of Charlotte's design ideas [> 


Left For the new pool area that leads off the dining terrace, Charlotte 

has kept both planting and hard landscaping simple, combining grasses, 
such as Panicum virgatum ‘Northwind; Calamagrostis brachytricha and 
Pennisetum ‘Cassian’s Choice} with York stone and clay brick pavers from 
Vande Moortel picking up on the flint and bricks of the house. 
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Essential elements 


1 House 

2 Dining terrace 
3 Pool area 

4 Lawn terraces 


5 Cherry tree 
6 Gravel terrace 
7 Productive garden 


The hard landscaping 


A square gravel terrace next to the pool creates 
an eye-catching feature, particularly in winter 
when the single cherry tree is bare of leaves, its 
gaunt outline creating a sculptural focal point. 
Seemingly effortless in its simplicity, 

the contrasting textures of gravel, sawn York 
stone and clay brick pavers, plus a change 

in level, help to heighten the drama. “We 

often include understated void or empty 
spaces in our gardens,” says Charlotte. 

“In Japan, it is known as Ma. We worked the 
design around the existing tree and included 
stoneware ‘pebbles’ to draw the eye.” 

Charlotte and her team are always mindful 

of the environment when selecting landscaping 
materials and try, where possible, to source 
them from local suppliers. “We've also used a 
gravel surface for the dining area by the house, 
which allows free drainage and enables us to plant 
herbs and alpines, as well as beech domes into it, 
thereby increasing the garden's biodiversity.” 
They had to consider the intricate brick and 
flint-stone patterns on the house fagade and 
use materials that wouldn't fight them, such 

as the sawn York stone and clay brick pavers. 
“Although we had to bring in the clay pavers 
from Belgium, they are made from natural 
materials and have a long lifespan.” 


The lawn terraces 


One of the most striking features of the garden 
are the lawn terraces. The original grassy bank 
has been sculpted into shallow curved sections, 
edged with ribbons of rusted mild steel, that flow 
down the hillside like waves lapping at the shore. 

“The site is quite steeply sloped, and we were 
wondering how best to negotiate the changes in 
level without adding too much to the cost and 
maintenance,” says Charlotte. “We thought 
about using Corten steel but decided on mild 
steel in the end, which works equally well and 
is a little cheaper. Again, it’s a very simple idea 
but highly effective.” 

Carving up the lawn like this into a series of 
sweeping curves reflects the contours of the 
slope, and transforms the grassy bank into 
an eye-catching contemporary feature that’s 
relatively easy to maintain. 


The pool 


The whole garden design evolved around the swimming 
pool, which was the clients’ top requirement. “We knew 

it would also be the most difficult feature to locate and 
build,” explains Charlotte. The entire site is on a gradient but 
they chose to carve the space for the swimming pool out of 
a flattish area close to house, siting it just below the dining 
terrace. It runs along an east-west axis, which means that it 
catches the sun's rays throughout the day. 

A paved sun terrace on the south side of the pool allows 
space for loungers and views over the lawns and countryside 
beyond. The original plan was for a large pool house on the 
upper terrace, but they finally opted for a smaller ‘beach 
house’ (above left), which was quicker and easier to install. 


Access to the pool is via wide, shallow steps, which makes 
it safer for the children and adds a graphic detail, while the 
grasses and perennials on either side help to blend it into 
the rural location. Swimming pools in country gardens can 
look like they've landed there from Ibiza, and to avoid that, 
Charlotte and Tomoko chose to line this one with mid-grey 
tiles and edge it with light-grey clay pavers from Vande 
Moortel. Beds of grasses and perennials envelope it 
in soft planting and help bed it into the countryside setting. 

“The clients love the pool, which is both practical 
and makes a beautiful feature, reflecting the clouds and 
catching the last rays of sun on a Summer's evening,” 
explains Charlotte. 
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The planting 


Charlotte and her team chose planting that thrives on the chalky 
soil. “We focused on grasses that provide colour and structure for 
most of the year, combining tall, upright species such as Panicum 
virgatum ‘Northwind’ and Miscanthus sinensis ‘Cindy’ with the 
graceful billowing form of Calamagrostis brachytricha, and various 
pennisetums, which | love for their bottlebrush seedheads that 
persist through the winter. The grasses look wonderful when 
touched by frost or set alight by the burnished rays of the setting 


sun,’ adds Charlotte. Suppliers were Knoll Gardens and Hortus Loci. 


The fiery red and golden stems of Cornus alba ‘Sibirica’ and 
Cornus sericea ‘Flaviramea’ provide bright focal points, while 
evergreen Sarcococca confusa, Saxifraga x urbium and beech 
‘domes’ inject sparkling highlights in winter. “We also made use 


DESIGN INSIGHT 


of the old box topiary, transplanting it to add evergreen interest and 
create punctuation points or Buxus ‘rocks’ in the lawns.” 

Charlotte and Tomoko decided to keep a small border (above) 
that was already in the lawn and added some of the same grasses 
and perennials found around the poo! to continue the mood. “We 
like to retain as many plants and features as possible to minimise 
waste and reduce the garden's carbon footprint. The bed neatly 
divides the steel-edge lawn feature from rougher grassland and the 
meadow lower down the slope, while vintage pots, which the clients 
bought after discussions with us, offer additional interest.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Charlotte’s work at charlotterowe.com 
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Philadelphus 
Pearls of Perfume ca 


 hayloit 


7 %. - rare | unusual | exciting 


FTER TEN YEARS OF BREEDING, AN EXCITING, BRAND NEW HYBRID PHILADELPHUS. 


Pearls of Perfume is the first philadelohus to flower on the current season's growth, as well as the previous year's stems. This 
revolutionary new habit means more flowers for a longer duration and hence, more delectable perfume from May to July. Flowers are 
double-petalled, star-shaped and large, often up to 8cm across, there is no other Philadelphus that comes close to having blooms of this 
size. Even more, Philadelphus ‘Pearls of Perfume’ has a columnar habit - making it perfect for smaller gardens, balconies and patios too, 
where it will thrive either in a container or in open ground. Unusually blooms are produced along all of the branch, instead of just at the tips 
- making it ideal for cutting to include in floral displays. Plant this petite, deciduous shrub in a spot which benefits from full sun or partial 
shade and moist, well-drained soil. This newcomer is a rarity at present and stocks will not last long for this season, so be quick! Grows to a 
height of 120cm tall and spreads to 60cm after five years, prune to re-shape immediately after flowering if required. Delivered to your door 
as 9cm pots within 7 days. Your order is covered by our No quibble Guarantee. Our latest catalogue will arrive with your delivery, if you wish 
to receive sooner or are not ordering today, please call 01386 562999 for your complimentary copy or order online. 


IT’S EASY TO ORDER 


ONLINE: ORDER LINE: POST: 
hayloft.co.uk 0333 358 2006 Fill in the coupon 


Name 


Address 


Postcode Tel 


Email 


Send to: Hayloft Plants FREEPOST RTGR-JAGJ-JETG, WR10 3HB 


Please Send Item Code Price Qty | Total 
plant PTPPPOI-GI1223 £16 

3 plants PTPPPO3-GI1223 £28 

5 plants PTPPPO5-GI1223 £38 


P&P (ukpostace INCLUDING 
SCOTTISH ISLANDS, CHANNEL 
ISLANDS AND NORTHERN ISLAND) 


Please debit my Visa/Mastercard 


codrol | | | | ttt} ttt ttt tt 


void | | | | | epiyf | | | | cva{ | | | 


rom 
enclose cheque/PO for______-_- made payable to Hayloft Plants Ltd 
Please write your name and address on the reverse of the cheque 


Great ¥& Trustpilot 


Your details are kept securely and not shared with third parties. You will receive a catalogue, welcome email 
and special offers, if you prefer not to receive them please call 01386 562999. For T&Cs — see hayloftco.uk 
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DESIGN SOURCEBOOK 


Festoon lights 


Brighten up the winter evenings with our pick of the best string lights 


COMPILED BY MOLLY BLAIR 


MODERN TOUCH INDUSTRIAL VINTAGE STYLE 
Easyfit Garden Festoon Lights, Habitat Caged Bulb String Lights, Edison-style Bulb LED Light String, 
From £19.99, Castlegate Lights, £12, Argos, 
01642 714444, castlegatelights.co.uk 


£20.99, Crocus, 
argos.co.uk 01344 578000, crocus.co.uk 


* 


LALLA 


SOPHISTICATED 


COLOURFUL GOLDEN GLOW 
Festoon Linear Lights (black), NOMA Berry LED Outdoor String Lights, Rattan Lantern Solar Fairy Lights, 
From £50, Garden Trading, £38.39, John Lewis, £19.99, Lights4Fun, 
gardentrading.co.uk 0345 610 0367, johnlewis.com 


lights4fun.co.uk 


FAIRY LIGHTS 


SUBTLE SPARKLE MISMATCHED 
Supreme Party Lights, Copper Bare Wire Cluster Tree Garland, Solar Vintage Style Bulb String Lights, 
£69.95, Sarah Raven, £26.95, The Worm That Turned, 
0345 092 0283, sarahraven.com 


£35, Cox & Cox, 
0345 605 2505, worm.co.uk 0330 333 2123, coxandcox.co.uk 
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The Italian Rose: Gatdens of Ninfa. 


Lazio and Umbria 


29 APRIL - 3 MAY 2024 
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PRIVATE COLLECTION, COURTES 


N, 1950 


This 1950 painting, The Garden 

by Charles Mahoney, sits opposite 
a1908 London Underground 
advertisement showing a suburban 
garden in Phaidon’s Garden: 
Exploring the Horticultural World, 
reviewed on page 97. 


CHARLES MAHONEY, THE GARDE! 
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BOOKS OF THE YEAR 


f ' 
Raven Wr ’ 
3 Y; 


A YEAR FULL OF VEG: A 
HARVEST FOR ALL SEASONS 
by Sarah Raven, photographs 
by Jonathan Buckley, 
Bloomsbury, £27 

ISBN 978-1526639349 


Sarah Raven is known for her 
love of flowers, but is also 

a vegetable gardener and 
cook. She shares 30 years of 
learnings from growing ‘for 
abundance, flavour and ease’. 
The growing year is divided into 
two rather than the traditional 
four seasons, given how the 
climate is changing and many 
crops do well sown at different 
times. | also like the idea of 
‘unbuyables’ — crops that are 
difficult to find in the shops. 
Reviewer Aaron Bertelsen is a 
vegetable gardener and author. 


American Roots. 


AMERICAN ROOTS: LESSONS 
AND INSPIRATION FROM THE 
DESIGNERS REIMAGINING 
OUR HOME GARDENS 

by Nick McCullough, Allison 
McCullough and Teresa 
Woodard, Timber Press, £30 
ISBN 978-1643261164 


The collaborators travelled 

the length and breadth of the 
USA discovering remarkable 
gardens. The gardens all have 
one thing in common -— they 
have been created by designers 
and gardeners for their own 
homes. If one thing unites the 
gardens, it has to be the bold, 
pioneering spirit when it comes 
to planting design. | urge you to 
read and enjoy it. 

Reviewer Annie Guilfoyle is 

a garden designer. 


Th - 
Cut Flower 
SOURCEBOOK 


THE CUT FLOWER 
SOURCEBOOK: EXCEPTIONAL 
PERENNIALS AND WOODY 
PLANTS FOR CUTTING 

by Rachel Siegfried, 

Filbert Press, £35, 

ISBN 978-1739903923 


With her extensive experience 
as a gardener, flower grower 
and florist, Rachel Siegfried 
has brought together 128 
woody plants and perennials, 
including bulbs and climbers, 
that give colour and interest for 
arrangements for each season. 
These plants return each year 
so they require much less work 
than annuals, and, as Siegfried 
observes, seem more able to 
cope with the changing climate. 
Reviewer Louise Curley is a freelance 
garden and nature writer. 


| HALESIA 


The Essential Tree Selection Guide. 


“=Kew 
THE ESSENTIAL 


TREE 
SELECTION 
GUIDE 


Honea S)6enan & Arit Anderson 


THE ESSENTIAL TREE 
SELECTION GUIDE: FOR 
CLIMATE RESILIENCE, 
CARBON STORAGE, SPECIES 
DIVERSITY AND OTHER 
ECOSYSTEM BENEFITS 

by Henrik Sjoman and Arit 
Anderson, Filbert Press, £50, 
ISBN 978-1739903947 


A much-needed and in-depth 
guide to choosing trees based 
not only on their appearance 
but also their resilience to 
climate change. Above all, it 

is the authors’ considerable 
combined experience that 
enables us to look at these 
complex organisms in a rather 
different way from how we have 
approached them in the past. 
Reviewer Joe Perkins is a garden and 
landscape designer. 


GARDEN 


RHS RESILIENT GARDEN: 
SUSTAINABLE GARDENING 
FOR A CHANGING CLIMATE 
by Tom Massey, 

Dorling Kindersley, £27, 

ISBN 978-0241575833 


Garden designer Tom Massey's 
celebrated gardens at RHS 
shows have often held a socio- 
political message and it seems 
right that he would continue to 
push for change with his first 
book. There is no issue more 
pressing than the threat of 
climate breakdown and Massey 
has produced a call to action for 
all gardeners to consider ways 
to increase the resilience and 
boost the biodiversity of even 
the smallest gardens. 

Reviewer Jonny Bruce is a plantsman 
and writer. 


| HOW TO CREATE A 
WILDLIFE HABITAT PANE 
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RHS Resilient Garden. 


GARDEN: 


GARDEN: EXPLORING THE 
HORTICULTURAL WORLD 

by Phaidon Editors, Phaidon, 
£44.95, ISBN 978-1838665975 


This book is a horticultural 
treasure hunt. A single spread 
can cover centuries or even 
millennia — a Florentine Herbal 
from 1577 sits alongside an 
Australian First Nation artist's 
2019 painting of bush medicine 
plants, while a 2017 Fergus 
Garrett mind map from Great 
Dixter faces a Letts Gardener's 
Notebook from 1890. But 

this is not just a book filled 
with great pictures; the writing 
is an essential component, 
and it is an engaging and 
informative read. 

Reviewer Stephanie Donaldson 

is a freelance garden writer. 


143 


How to garden while 
doing next to nothing 


TO STAND AND STARE: HOW 
TO GARDEN WHILE DOING 
NEXT TO NOTHING 

by Andrew Timothy O'Brien, 
Dorling Kindersley, £16.99, 
ISBN 978-0241544013 


Andrew Timothy O'Brien 

has made his name online 
through thoughtful garden 
musings and gorgeously moody 
photographs. This, his first 
book, feels fresh and gently 
radical. The central argument 
is the promotion of a low- 
intervention, thoughtful way of 
gardening that aims to create 
a beautiful place while also 
relieving the gardener of the 
guilt and (some of the) effort 
associated with gardening. 
Reviewer Lia Leendertz is 

a garden writer. 


DOWNTOOLS BOOKS 


X \COMPREHENSIVE 


‘ CARE FOR 
EXTRAORDINARY 
} HOUSEPLANTS 

~ 


NOT ANOTHER JUNGLE: 
COMPREHENSIVE CARE 
FOR EXTRAORDINARY 
HOUSEPLANTS 

by Tony Le-Britton, 
Dorling Kindersley, £16.99, 
ISBN 978-0241572351 


Thigmomorphogenesis, 
thermogenesis and 
phototropism may not be 
immediately associated 

with houseplants, but Tony 
Le-Britton wants to change 
that. If science wasn’t your 
strong point at school, fear 
not; the information is clear 
and digestible, inspiring an 
appreciation of the plant 
world and promising greater 
growing success. 

Reviewer Sarah Gerrard-Jones is an 
author who rescues ailing houseplants. 


Turn the page for your chance to win all 14 books [> 


Not Another Jungle. 
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BOOKS OF THE YEAR 


COLD-HARDY FRUITS AND 
NUTS: 50 EASY-TO-GROW 
PLANTS FOR THE ORGANIC 
HOME GARDEN 

OR LANDSCAPE 

by Allyson Levy and Scott 
Serrano, Chelsea Green 
Publishing, £30, 

ISBN 978-1645020455 


Awell-curated guide to 50 easy- 
to-grow fruits and nuts. The 
majority are naturally resilient, 
making it an excellent choice 
for those new to gardening 
and/or looking to grow using 
organic principles. It is a delight 
to see a handful of surprises — 
such as Himalayan chocolate 
berry, Korean stone pine and 
spikenard — in the mix. 

Reviewer Mark Diacono is a food 

and garden writer. 


The Cottage Garden. 


COTTAGES. 
GARDEN) 


CLAUS DADBY 


THE COTTAGE GARDEN 
by Claus Dalby, 

Cool Springs Press, £28, 
ISBN 978-0760379714 


Claus Dalby is a household 
name in his native Denmark 

as a TV gardener, author, 
publisher and floral designer. 
In his second book published 
in English, he seeks out 
modern-day cottage gardens 
in Denmark, Sweden, Germany, 
England and the USA. Each 
garden has a short description, 
plus extended captions for 

the images — more than 700 
beautiful photographs taken 
by Dalby himself. | found the 
European takes on the cottage 
garden fascinating. 

Reviewer Louise Curley is a freelance 
garden and nature writer. 


The Gardener’s 
Guide to 
Prairie Plants 


THE GARDENER’S GUIDE 

TO PRAIRIE PLANTS 

by Neil Diboll and Hilary Cox, 
University of Chicago Press, 
£2745, ISBN 978-0226805931 


A book for makers of prairies 
and all lovers of the exuberant 
North American grassland 
flora that dominates our 
late-season borders. Core to 
its success is the thorough 
plant directory — there are 
headings for Life Expectancy, 
Root Type Aggressiveness and 
Deer Palatability. There are 
also photographs of the plants 
emerging in spring and, often, 
seedlings as well. | cannot think 
of any other book that provides 
this level of information. 
Reviewer Noel Kingsbury is a planting 
designer, writer and educator. 


WHY 
WOMEN 
GROW 


WHY WOMEN GROW: 
STORIES OF SOIL, 
SISTERHOOD AND SURVIVAL 
by Alice Vincent, Canongate, 
£16.99, ISBN 978-1838855437 


Alice Vincent weaves her own 
gardening journey through 
women's narratives of change, 
connection and how we move 
into new ways of living. These 
are powerful and intimate 
tales of migration, recovery, 
identity, motherhood, loss 

and grief, set within growing 
spaces that are shared, private, 
public and institutional. The 
courage it takes for women 

to break ground both literally 
and figuratively is a strand that 
weaves through the book. 
Reviewer Charlotte Harris is 

a garden designer. 


The Gardener's Guide To Prairie Plants. 
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GRASSES 


for Gardens and Landscapes 


GRASSES FOR GARDENS 
AND LANDSCAPES: DESIGN, 
SELECTION, CULTIVATION 
by Neil Lucas, Timber Press, 
£40, ISBN 978-1643261157 


Neil Lucas is a tremendously 
well-respected authority 

on growing and designing 

with grasses. He makes the 
subject accessible for amateur 
gardeners, with chapters on 
how to create rhythm and 
designing for seasonality, 
alongside helpful, concise and 
practical guidance. Within the 
same pages, however, Lucas 
also manages to provide useful 
and eye-opening information 
for the professional gardener 
or designer. 

Reviewer Joe Perkins is a garden and 


landscape designer. 


Grasses For Gardens. 


AN ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE 
THING: THE RADICAL LIVES 
OF BRITAIN’S PIONEERING 
WOMEN GARDENERS 

by Fiona Davison, Little Toller, 
£20, ISBN 978-1915068217 


Fiona Davison, head of libraries 
and exhibitions at the Royal 
Horticultural Society, attempts to 
discover what became of some 
of the 500 women who sat an 
RHS exam between its launch 

in the late 19th century and the 
outbreak of the First World War. 
Focusing on six women from 

very different backgrounds, 

and with very different hopes 
attached to a gardening career, 
she uncovers crushing and 
persistent prejudice. 

Reviewer Ambra Edwards is a writer 
and garden historian. 


Directory of 
Grasses and 
Grass Like 
Plants 
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BOOKS OF 
THE YEAR 


We have one set of all 14 of our best books from 2023 
to give away. Test your knowledge to win. 
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AMERICAN ROOTS 
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GARDEN --2xi*: 


TO ENTER 


For your chance to win, scan the QR code with your 
phone camera, or go to gardensillustrated.com/ 
bookscompetition, and complete your entry. 

You'll need to answer the following question: 


Author and designer Tom Massey joined a panel 
discussion at Gardens Illustrated this year to 
celebrate which anniversary of the magazine? 


a) 25 years 
b) 30 years 
c) 50 years 


CLOSING DATE 31 January 2024* 


*All entries must be received by 11.59pm on 31 January 2024. 
To enter you must be over 18 and resident in the UK, including the Channel Islands. 
Full terms and conditions can be found at gardensillustrated.com/bookscompetition 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Must Haves 


From beautiful craftsmanship to handmade pots and practical 
accessories, we can help to make your winter garden special 


ARCHITECTURAL 
HERITAGE 


The Hand Forged Iron Garden 
Dining & Furniture Collection 


Taking inspiration from 
19th-century French originals, 
this elegant collection of 
handmade garden dining 
furniture is a design classic. 
Made to order in a number of 
seating options and painted to 
the colour of your choice. 


01386 584414 
architectural-heritage.co.uk 


WONDERLAND 
BOUTIQUE 


A pure silk scarf is a perfect gift. 
The Silk Scarf shown is £39 with 
free gift wrapping, p&p and can 
be sent directly to the recipient. 
Visit wonderlandboutique.com to 
view our stunning collection of 
silk scarves and clothing. 


01263 732643 
wonderlandboutique.com 


RUTH MOILLIET 
SCULPTURE 


Highly finished metal sculptures 
inspired by the plant kingdom. 
Choose from an existing portfolio 
or commission a bespoke piece. 
Smaller works are available to buy. 
Featured artwork - Allium 

Stems — is an affordable addition 
to any home or garden, and is 
available in a range of five colours. 


sculpture@ruthmoilliet.com 
ruthmoilliet.com 


HARRIS DRYBOOTS 


Harris Dryboots are handmade 
using fine quality Malaysian 
rubber. An ideal alternative to 
a cumbersome, knee-length 
Wellington boot, they are 
washable, cotton lined with 
padding around the ankle, and 
come with a reinforced ‘digging’ 
sole, a deep gusset for easy 
access/removal. They are also 
vegan friendly. 


07974 977112 
thedrybootcompany.com 


DEVENICK DESIGNS 


Using the natural reflective 
properties of polished Stainless 
Steel brings added glamour and 
beauty to your garden. ‘Primrose’ 
the posh heron stands at 1.2m 

tall and is handmade by us in 
marine grade 316 stainless steel. 
This contemporary eye-catching 
sculpture will add elegance to any 
garden bed, pond or rockery. Visit 
our website for more information. 


07720 841394 
devenickdesigns.co.uk 


BACKDOORSHOES 


Glorious practical gifts, ideal 
for gardeners. Backdoorshoes® 
are lightweight, waterproof, 
durable and versatile. The 
perfect footwear to slip on and 
tend to the garden, walk the dog 
or even nip out to the garden 
office. We have more than 30 
fun designs to suit all (including 
Bees, pictured)! 


01202 232357 
backdoorshoes.co.uk 


Christmas crossword 


Test your horticultural word skill in our bumper Christmas crossword 
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ACROSS 


1 Genus of white-flowering, red-berried shrubs aka 
Christmas berry — topless Ethiopian variety (8) 
6___confusa, commonly called Christmas 

box (10) 

11 See 31 down 

12 Art of paper-folding ... an Aquilegia series of 
usually bi-coloured flowers (7) 

13 Plantsman___ Foerster has lark around! (4) 

14 Fruit of 9 down — found in Christmas tree (4) 

15 A Sempervivum cultivar, turning pink in summer — 
Ralph arranged partly (5) 

16 The species of the British native anemone — as no 
more different (8) 

17 Common name of Rhus coriaria — from alyssum, 
actually! (5) 

19 Common name for Yucca filamentosa is ___ 
needle (5) 

21 Genus of ‘spider flower’ — in part Miracle 

Omega (6) 

22 Use secateurs lightly — a bargain! (4) 

24 Eremurus (foxtail lily) with yellow/orange flowers, 
named after Latin ballroom dance (5) 

26 Collective term for flower’s sepals, modified 

as cycle! (7) 

28 Tall-stemmed feathery ___grass, in 

Cortaderia genus (6) 

29 Achillea with flat-headed pink flower clusters — 
found in clay land (5) 


30 Apply manure, say ... producing red sap 

oddly (6) 

32 Makes a great effort ... to produce varieties of 
plants? (7) 

33 Intense light beam shows series of medium-size 
colourful cyclamen (5) 

34 Trunk segments — after Yule they're a Christmas 
treat! (4) 

35 Small, globular flower head of eg Dahlia ‘Wizard 
of Oz’ (6) 

37 Plantain lily: ‘Christmas Tree’ is a vigorous type 
with cream-edged leaves (5) 

39 Sit on this shrub cut back to ground level to 
produce new shoots? (5) 

41 Common name of Diascia plant — was, initially, 
found in scattered turnips (8) 

43 Remove water — December's first downpour (5) 
45 Hampton _, method of pruning perennials after 
they've flowered (4) 

47 Acommon name for Scottish heather, Calluna 
vulgaris (4) 

48 Plant-based material, fragrant when burned (7) 
49 “Endless ill-will” describes an acid in eg apple 
juice (5) 

50 Genus of ornamental ‘Fountain grass’ — Penny 
gets awfully, um, intense (10) 

51A popular cultivar of 1 across, species x fraseri — 
cocky garden visitor (3,5) 


DOWN 

2 Genus of the Kentia palm — in flower-show, 
Eastbourne (5) 

3 Dwarf evergreen euphorbia with red stems — 
featured in A Christmas Carol (4,3) 

4 Granny's sapling includes this tupelo tree 

genus (5) 

5 Genus of ‘false indigo bush’ — if twisted, causes 
OAP harm (7) 

6 Genus of majestic oat-like grass, Golden oats — is 
apt to alter (5) 

7 Common buckthorn genus — man confused 

with rush (7) 

8 Papaver somniferum, or ___ poppy (5) 

9 Genus Quercus — it could be sessile or holm (3,4) 
10/46 down Common name of Schlumbergera 
plant — blooming prickly at Yuletide! (9,5) 

17/26 down A sweet, creamy-fleshed pear ripening 
in December — present distributor! (5,5) 

18 Genus of white-flowering, silvery-foliaged plant — 
after start of Christmas, is mature oddly (9) 

20 Common name for Hippeastrum cultivar, popular 
Christmas houseplant (9) 

21 Genus of fast-growing deciduous climbers — a 
cluster’s untidy (9) 

23 Genus of black pepper and cubeb — after 
‘Maris’? (5) 

25 Crab apple genus in informal usage (5) 

26 See 17 down 

27 Gardening expert Klein's first Yuletide 

offering? (5) 

31/11 across Common name for tropical plants, 
genus Caladium — useful to a cherub! (5,5) 

32 Anamed Skimmia japonica — with seven small 
companions? (4,5) 

36 A begonia with silver/pink shimmery leaves, and 
a cocktail (4,3) 

37 Swollen seed of mature common bean, 
Phaseolus vulgaris (7) 

38 Non-professional takes top from astilbe, 

mature sort (7) 

40 A Sempervivum with large, dark-red rosettes — 
Shakespeare's tragedy (7) 

42 Pointed fence stakes, we hear, and buckets (5) 
43 |n garden, | misplaced a bi-coloured 
blue-flowering Streptocarpus (5) 

44 A bumper-cropping, stringless, dwarf bean — one 
inclined to wander? (5) 

46 See 10 down 


SOLUTIONS TO THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD 
WILL BE PRINTED IN THE JANUARY ISSUE 


SOLUTIONS TO 
NOVEMBER’S CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 7 Apple 8 Fireworks 9 Duranta 
10 Needles 12 Ochre 13 Pears 15 Aerator 
17 Cyathea 19 Elata 23 Rue 24 Petunia 

25 Maestro 26 Coronilla 27/11 Night owl. 


DOWN 1 Sparkler 2 Lean-to 3 Orange 

4 Sweet pea 5 Aralia 6 Isis 7 Androsace 
8/21 across Feather palms 14 Snakeroot 
16 Training 17 Columnar 18 Heritage 

20 Aster 21 Pearly 22 Sienna 24 Puck. 
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A must-have read for 
passionate gardeners, 
Gardens Illustrated 
magazine provides 
a unique insight 
into the world’s most 
beautiful gardens, 
expert advice and 
planting ideas. 
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GARDENS HOW IT WORKS 


Browse 
ILLUSTRATED 
Take a look at some of our latest 


fantastic offers, covering gardening, 
lifestyle, travel, food and drink, and more. 


Redeem 

Follow the link provided in each 
offer and apply the offer code when 
placing your order. 


Save money this festive season with the range Find even more 
. P Go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 
of discounts available through the Gardens to find the fullrange of discounts, deals 


and competitions available to you. 


Illustrated Reader Rewards programme 


PPS 23 de 


4 4 
Brittany Ferries 


SAILTO MAINLAND EUROPE FOR LESS WITH BRITTANY FERRIES 7 0 
With ferry crossings to a range of French offer you can enjoy 5% off crossings or Save 5% on ferry crossings 

ports including Caen, St Malo and 7% on Sail & Stay holidays, where your and 7% on Sail & Stay holidays 
Cherbourg, and the UK's only ferry service _ travel and accommodation in France or with. Visit brittanyferries.com/ 

to the Spanish ports of Santander and Spain is booked as one package. Say‘oui’ — gardensillustrated to book, where 
Bilbao, Brittany Ferries is your gateway to —_ or'si’ to Brittany Ferries and start your your discount will automatically be 
wonderful European holidays. With this holiday off in style! applied at checkout. 


To browse our full selection of offers, go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 
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Create \cademy 


IMPROVE YOUR GARDENING SKILLS WITH 
CREATE ACADEMY’S COURSES 


Grow your skills this season with Create Academy, which offers 
ahost of online video courses in gardening, floristry, craft 

and more. New this season includes a garden and landscape 
photography masterclass with Jason Ingram, and a course on 
healing your soil with The Land Gardeners. 


To get 20% off your next course with Create Academy, 
go to createacademy.com and use code GARDEN20 
when prompted at checkout. 


LIVE ON STAGE 


BEST AVAILABLE SEATS FOR JUST £25 FOR 
HORRIBLE CHRISTMAS NATIONAL TOUR 


When Christmas comes under threat from a jolly man dressed 
in red, it’s up to one young boy to save the day — but can he 
save Christmas? From Victorian villains to medieval monks, 
Puritan parties to Tudor treats, join a hair-raising adventure 
through the history of Christmas. 


To get best available seats for £25 from 
16-29 December, visit horriblechristmas.co.uk and use 
the code TAKEOVER. 


———— SAVE 


— UPTO 


SAVE UP TO £500 PER SUITE £5 00 
WITH REGENT SEVEN SEAS CRUISES® 


Regent Seven Seas Cruises® has been offering discerning 
passengers an opulent and unrivalled experience at sea for 
more than 30 years. Whether you're planning a cruise to 
celebrate a milestone birthday or anniversary, are excited 
to visit a variety of places and unpack just once, or simply 
want to relax and be pampered, sailing with Regent Seven 
Seas Cruises allows you the freedom that can only be 
experienced when cruising. On board you'll find a wide 
range of speciality restaurants, al fresco and in-suite dining 
options, exquisite lounges, bars and expansive spaces, 
meaning you can truly enjoy unrivalled space at sea. With 
the all-inclusive Regent experience, you'll pay just one 

fare that includes flights and transfers, unlimited shore 
excursions, dining in all speciality restaurants, unlimited 
drinks including fine wines and spirits, plus extras such as 
valet laundry service, unlimited WiFi and gratuities. 


To find out more about Regent Seven Seas Cruises’ 
range of voyages and how to save up to £500 per 
suite, visit rssc.com/gardens-illustrated, or call 
023 8082 1359. 


To browse our full selection of offers, go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 
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Join us online for our new series of virtual talks from some of the UK's leading 
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FLOWER FARMER AND FLORAL DESIGNER 
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Find so much more online... 


Head to gardensillustrated.com for more exclusive content on gorgeous gardens and 
the best seasonal plants. You'll also find the latest horticultural news and details of upcoming 
events — plus podcasts, offers and competitions, and a wealth of Christmas ideas 
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Dress your door this Christmas with a home-made festive Find out where you can blow away the Christmas Day 
wreath created from garden plants and natural materials. cobwebs with a stroll ina beautiful garden. 


December heralds the opportunity for warming winter fare. Stuck for a last-minute Christmas present? We round 
Gardener Stephanie Hafferty shares a tasty recipe to enjoy. up the top plant subscription schemes. 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Nursery guide 


Get inspired with the best plant, tree and shrub suppliers 


EDULIS NURSERY SNOWDROPS OLD COURT NURSERIES 


The nursery grows a wide range of 
snowdrop - more than 600 species 
and cultivars — and its current list 
offers more than 300 new and old 
varieties for sale. Many varieties 
are our own selection and 
breeding. Please visit the website 
for current availability. 

Edulis nursery also specialises 

in shade-loving plants with a 

large range of ferns. There is 

also a range of rare and unusual 
edible plants. 


edulis.co.uk | 07802 812781 


BEETHAM NURSERIES 


Beetham Nurseries is a family- 
owned, independent garden centre 
and growing nursery on the A6 in 
south Cumbria, just four miles 
from the M6 motorway. 
Established in 1984, we are proud 
to offer our customers something 
different and unique. The growing 
nursery is a traditional retail plant 
nursery where you will find 
thousands of herbaceous 
perennials; they will always be 
interesting and grown by us here 
at Beetham Nurseries. 


beethamnurseries.co.uk | 015395 63630 


ASHWOOD NURSERIES 


A plantsman’s paradise and an 
independent nursery situated in 
the West Midlands open seven days 
a week. We specialise in hellebores, 
hardy cyclamen, salvias, hepaticas, 
lewisias, hydrangeas, dwarf 
conifers, snowdrops, primula 
auricula and many more beautiful 
plants. Our UK mail-order service 
sends plants, garden essentials and 
gifts direct to your doorstep. 

Our Hellebore events return 
February 2024, please see our 
website for full details. 


ashwooduurseries.com | 01384 401996 


This family-run nursery and 
garden specialises in Michaelmas 
daisies and is the holder of a Plant 
Heritage National Plant 
Collection that includes more 
than 430 species and cultivars, 
which are displayed in the 
charming one-and-a-half-acre 
Picton Garden. In late winter the 
star of the show is the collection 
of snowdrops accompanied by 
Plant Heritage National Plant 
Collection of Polypodium, a 
wonderful genus of ferns. 


autumnasters.co.uk | 01684 540416 


BLUEBELL ARBORETUM & NURSERY 


Specialist nursery growing hardy 
trees, shrubs and climbers 
including a huge selection of 
unusual species and cultivars. 
Informative website with plenty 
of plant photos and a reliable 
mail-order service is available. 
Surrounded by a beautiful 
nine-acre woodland garden (an 
RHS partner garden), which is 
open to visitors all year round. 


bluebellnursery.com | 01530 413700 


BUNKERS HILL PLANT NURSERY 


A family-run plant nursery near 
Woodstock in Oxfordshire, with an 
old-fashioned feel and traditional 
values. In autumn and winter we 
specialise in bareroot stock of roses, 
soft fruit, fruit trees, ornamental 
trees, hedging, pleached trees and 
rootball plants. Then in the spring 
and summer the nursery is bursting 
with a huge selection of perennials 
and shrubs with an assortment of 
rare or unusual plants. We are also 
pleased to send bulbs, roses and soft 
fruit nationwide. 


bunkershillgardenshop.co.uk | 01869 331492 
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CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
Cost from £9.99 each (inc p&p). Member 
discounts available — see below for details. 


TO ORDER PRINTED COPIES OR SLIPCASES 


+44 1604 973722 


03330 162114 
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Bloom In Soap 07934 380046, bloominsoap.co.uk 

Buy Metal Online 0191 264 6464, buymetalonline.co.uk 

C Atherley 020 7483 8383, c-atherley.com 

The Cotswold Eco Company thecotswoldecocompany.co.uk 
Claverton Cloches 07521 467371, clavertoncloches.com 
Crocus 01344 578000, crocus.co.uk 

Daylesford Organic 01608 731700, daylesford.com 

Frond frond.uk/shop 

Glyndebourne Shop 01273 815033, glyndebourneshop.com 
Laura Barnes laurabarnes.co.uk 

Marshall Headphones marshallheadphones.com 

Moshulu 01404 510440, moshulu.co.uk 

National Trust Shop 0300 123 2025, shop.nationaltrust.org.uk 
The Natural Gift Company thenaturalgiftcompany.co.uk 
Pliimo 020 8889 9945, plumo.com 

Re-Found Objects 01434 634567 re-foundobjects.com 

Rose & Rust 07980 382702, roseandrust.co.uk 

Rowen & Wren 01276 451077, rowenandwren.co.uk 

Seed Pantry 020 3976 2500, seedpantry.co.uk 

The Shop Floor Project 01229 584537, theshopfloorproject.com 
Sue Pryke suepryke.com 

Swiss Store 0344 567 8365, swiss-store.co.uk 

Toast 0333 400 5200, toa.st 

Unsent Studio unsentstudio.com 

The Worm That Turned 0345 605 2505, worm.co.uk 


Andrew Crace ALITAGS PLANT LABELS 


www.andrewcrace.com 
www.dlitags.com 


Annual labelling is a thing of the 
past with Alitags. Simply write 


Bist ho i on Alitags aluminium labels 
Ei ame with Alitags or HB pencil. The 
Q — oan —_— pencil will react with our 


specially made aluminium tags 
and become permanent. 


Remiecccn SS Aa oe : Alitags labels can also be 
punched with Alitags character 


punches & jig. 


Chinoiserie Wheelbarrow Seat 


Copper, Teak, Bamboo labels 
are also available. 


GIFTS GGARDENS 


www.giftsandgardens.com 
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Wooden Keyrings : over 90 locations 


made of aluminium that will not 
rust and painted by hand on both sides. Suitable for outdoor. 
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Wooden Hanging Baskets 


Wooden Doorstops 


- Z b . h / k 4 . ey 
Indian Lattice chairs & Rectangular Table Palen 2 : 3 ~ 


Madeinthe UK 23k 
Made from hardwood Iroko or Oak 


33 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham 
Herts SG10 6ER, UK. Tel 01279 842685 Stone Pots 
www.dndrewcrace.com 33 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham, Hertfordshire SG1o 6ER, UK. Tel 01279 842685 
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POMORA.COM 
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€s with our olio nuovo. 


PomcGra 


Cold off the presses. 
perience the differ 
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OLIO D'OLIVA 
EXTRA VERGINE 
OLIO NUOVO 


ADOPT AN OLIVE TREE 


and enjoy the finest olive oil 
all year from your own tree 


Olal VE OLE 


Pomora 


VARNE, RICHARD BLOOM 


CLAIRE TAKACS 


ANNAICK GUITTENY 


IN THE JANUARY ISSUE 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


THE TRAVEL ISSUE 


+ Escape abroad from your armchair with glorious 
gardens from France to California 
+ See the spectacular new rooftop garden on 
Fiat's iconic former car factory in Italy 
+ Discover how to style and care for houseplants 
- A designer dry garden for a holiday home in Greece 
- Anna Pavord’s favourite garden travel books 
PLUS The best garden festivals around the globe 
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“ON SALE 4 JANUARY 


Save money when you subscribe to the digital edition — see|page 102 
Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury’s and Tesco stores, 
as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. 
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LAZY DAYS 


Alice Vincent has had a hectic 2023, but for next year she’s come up with 
a cunning plan to give herself more time and reduce her carbon footprint 


hat’s your relationship 

with your compost bin 

been like this year? 'm 

not sure Id come off 

well with mine. A soggy 
summer meant I was reluctant to feed it too 
many anaerobic grass cuttings (when I did 
eventually mow the lawn in July, three 
months after it was laid) and it’s had more 
dedicated years of fastidiously combining 
browns (cardboard, loo roll tubes, envelopes, 
twigs and dry leaves) with greens (food 
waste, aforementioned grass cuttings, green 
plant matter). If I were on the therapist's 
couch I suspect I'd be called out for taking 
more than I gave. 


I dont entirely regret this. This year has been 
one of garden transformation, and about 
five months in I was able to sit back, witness 
the growth of it all and think that, all things 
considered, it wasn't a bad achievement for a 
year in which Id also given birth to a baby. 
In perfectionist terms, this is high praise 
indeed. Still, as we near the end of the year 
I'm prone to reflection, and I suppose 'm 
resolving to be more conscious in my 
composting next year. 


That doesn’t necessarily mean composting 
in the bin, however (sorry, compost bin). 
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ILLUSTRATION ALICE PATTULLO 


The trees are all bare now, the deciduous 
shrubs too, and the borders are covered in 
the detritus of autumn. I’m not going to lie: 
clearing up leaves from the gravel garden is 
tedious. I was never a massive one for leaf 
mulch anyway - I had access to neither the 
trees nor the space to leave bagfuls of leaves 
to rot down in a corner for two years 
without fear that the garden fox would 
strew them around halfway through the 
process — but now I have definitely picked 
up enough for one season. 


Instead I’m giving cut-and-cover composting 
a go, or, as I like to think of it: lazy composting. 
In the long shade bed, beneath the ivy on the 
left-hand side of my garden - traditionally 
an area I’ve always left more alone (it’s where 
the fox ramp is) — I’ve largely left leaf matter 
gather on the surface of the soil. Eventually it 
will rot down, adding to, rather than 
disrupting, the delicate natural balance of the 
soil that is so vital for our ecosystems. Leaf 
cover also creates shelter, food and habitat for 
smaller creatures, with caterpillars using 
fallen leaves over winter before emerging 
transformed in the spring. 


I wont be cutting back the sturdier perennial 
skeletons until the new year - those strong 
tall tubes will house invertebrates until the 


spring and provide interest and shadow-play 
in winter sunlight. But the softer plant 
matter has been collected in the wheelbarrow 
and chopped up - you can use a mower if 
you've enough to justify wrangling it out of 
the shed - and shaken over the beds as a 
mulch. In previous years it would have gone 
in the compost bin, but it gets so full at this 
time of year, and I’m intrigued to see how 
the soil reacts to working with the decay of 
what has been growing there over the past 
year. I suspect the inevitable slew of 
cardboard boxes will wind up flattened on 
top to speed up the process. 


Admittedly, it doesn’t look as pretty as the 
pillowy mounds of dark soil that come from 
mulching with well-rotted manure or even 
my home-made garden compost, but if it 
works it will save me space, time and money 
— I always cave in and buy a few bags in to 
add to the offerings of my 250-litre bin. 
Crucially, lazy composting nudges my 
garden one step closer to a closed-loop 
system: nothing in, nothing out, simply 
boosting what I'm growing without being 
dependent on plants or soil arriving on the 
back of a truck. That's fewer transit miles, 
and a smaller carbon footprint - and a guilt- 
free New Year's resolution that requires 
considerably less effort than usual. 0 
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CARRIER COMPANY 


norfolk england 


TIMELESS CLOTHING & EQUIPMENT TO CARRY YOU THROUGH THE SEASONS 
carriercompany.co.uk 


always made in the uk 


